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A Parish Priest Looks At The 


Seabury Series 


I had hoped that I never would 
have to assume the attitude toward 
the production of Church School 
material that I am forced to as- 
sume. When in 1949 we, in Gen- 
eral Convention, authorized the ex- 
pansion of the Department of 
Christian Education, and made an 
appropriation very much larger 
than ever in the history of the 
Church for it, I was most hopeful 
that at last the Church would pro- 
duce something that was useful to 
the Parish Priest in fulfilling the 
responsibility, placed upon him at 
his ordination, to be an adequate 
teacher of the Faith of the Church. 





The Rev. Dr. Don Frank Fenn. 


Eagerly seeking for light I have 
attended about eight conferences on 
the subject of the new curriculum, 
including a long one in the College 
of Preachers. We were among the 
first Parishes to order samples of 
courses 1, 4, and 7; and I person- 
ally have read the Teaching Series 
and have conducted two classes on 
two of the Teaching Series books 
in my Parish. Frankly, I am deep- 
ly concerned about what is being 
done by our Department, and my 
concern is based on several prem- 
ises. 

I am sure that my ordination 
vows place upon me the responsi- 
bility for the teaching and preach- 
ing in my Parish. These responsi- 
bilities are to be delegated only 
where it is absolutely necessary, 
and they are never to be surrend- 
ered to anyone. This, of course, is 
a reasonable provision of the 
Church in her Canons and in the 
Book of Common Prayer, because 
the clergy are better prepared to 


By DON FRANK FENN, D.D. 


Rector, Church of St. Michael and All Angels, 
Baltimore, . 


teach the Gospel than almost any 
lay person, although there may be 
a few exceptions on the part of 
those who have special preparation. 

Secondly, I am bound to teach 
what is found in the Scripture and 
the Book of Common Prayer which 
in one sense is the Church’s inter- 
pretation of Scripture. 

Thirdly, I have always been con- 
vinced that the Anglican Church 
has a distinctively important and 
essential life, and has maintained 
certain basic and essential features 
of the historic Church which our 
Lord meant His Church to have, 
many of which features were not 
preserved by most of the reformed 
bodies. 

I have always believed that the 
distinctive mark of the Reforma- 
tion in England was that it did not 
abandon what had been a part of 
the Church from the beginning, as 
did most of the other reformed 
bodies. What the Anglican Church 
did was to turn to the Primitive and 
Apostolic Church for its principles, 
and it endeavored to eliminate from 
the Church the accumulated debris 
of superstitions df medieval devel- 
opment, many of which were con- 
trary to Scripture and which de- 
veloped after the Great Schism 
between the East and the West, 
and so have always lacked ecumen- 
ical consent. 

As I examine the Seabury Series, 
it seems to me that these basic 
things have not always been kept 
in mind; therefore I am disturbed 
by many things in this new curricu- 
lum. 

I am concerned too, because it 
seems to me that both the require- 
ments set forth by the Department, 
and also the material that has now 
been published is simply unadapta- 
ble to the needs of many of our 
churches, and especially very small 
Churches. An analysis of the 
whole Church would reveal, I am 
sure, an amazing number of Par- 
ishes and Missions with fewer than 
one hundred communicants. One 
Priest is frequently responsible for 
a number of congregations, and 
time and human resources are often 
lacking in many such places. I 
have worked in all kinds of Par- 
ishes, beginning with a very small 
one, and with considerable success 
in the church school field, as well 
as in that of adult education; and 
I know that there are many such 
Churches which are just as much 
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THE ACU AND THE 
CATHOLIC MOVEMENT 


By The 
Reverend Canon Albert J. duBois 


The world-wide Church Union 
was organized in England as a lay- 
man’s movement in 1860. The 
American Branch, one of the most 
youthful in the Anglican Com- 
munion, was organized in 1938. 
The organization was called a 
“Union” in 1860 because it con- 
solidated the efforts of a number of 
smaller confraternities in a united 
witness to the aims and ideals of 
the Oxford Movement. 


The Oxford Movement (or the 
Catholic Revival) began as an or- 
ganized effort in 1833. It repre- 
sented the action of far-seeing 
clergy and laity in an effort to save 
their Church and to meet a chal- 
lenge. It was not concerned with 
Union with the Roman Church 
but bore witness to the fact that 
the Anglican Communion was 
Apostolic in its right and heritage. 


It is hard for us to realize the 
condition of the Church of Eng- 
land and of the Anglican Com- 
munion one hundred years ago,— 
and one hundred years is but a 
short time in the life of the Church. 
Gladstone, looking back on the 
work and witness of the Anglo- 
Catholics, wrote in 1874: “It must 
be admitted that the state of things 
from which the thing popularly 
known as Ritualism took historical- 
ly, its point of departure, was dis- 
honouring to Christianity . . . the 
actual state of things was bad be- 
yond all parallel known to me in 
experience or reading. Taking to- 
gether the expulsion of the poor 
and laboring classes (especially 
from the town churches), the 
mutilations and blockages of the 
fabrics, the baldness of the service, 
the elaborate horrors of the so- 
called music . . . and, above all, 
the coldness and indifference of the 
lounging or sleeping congregations, 
our services were probably without 
parallel in the world for their de- 
basement” (“They Shine Like 
Stars”, Desmond Morse-Boycott, 
p. 14). 


100 YEARS AGO 


One hundred years ago the Bible 
and the Prayer Book still made it 
quite clear that the weekly offering 
of the Holy Eucharist and reception 
of Holy Communion was _ the 
“bounden duty and service” of 
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ACU WITNESS 


1955 GENERAL CONVENTION 


SERVICES 


COVER A WIDE AREA 


Regional Branches of the ACU 
across the country held special 
Services of Witness during the late 
Spring and report excellent attend- 
ance in every area. Following are 
reports from some of these Serv- 
ices: 


LOS ANGELES 


The Los Angeles Examiner head- 
lined the story of the L. A. service 
with: “1000 attend Choral Rite at 
St. Paul’s” (Cathedral). The Cele- 
brant was the Rt. Rev. F. Eric Bloy, 
D.D., Bishop of Los Angeles. 
Bishop Bloy was assisted by the 
Rev. James Jordan of the Church 





ACU DAY OF WITNESS, ST. PAUL’S CATHEDRAL, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, May 14, 


and Organist. The Co-chairmen for 
the Day of Witness were the Rev. 
Canon Douglas Stuart and Mr. Ab- 
bott Bernay. Of special significance 
was the fact that ushers at the Serv- 
ice were judges of the Appellate, 
Superior, and Municipal Courts. 
They were The Honorable Roger A. 
Pfaff, Marshall McComb, Philip H. 
Richards, Thurman Clarke, James 
H. Pope, Herbert Walker, F. Ray 
Bennett, Irvin Taplin, Earl Lip- 
pold, Philbrick McCoy, Burdette 
Daniels, and Evelle Younger. 
THE SAN FRANCISCO RE- 
GIONAL BRANCH had a Service 
of Solemn Evensong on Ascension 





1955. Seven Judges of the Appellate, Superior and Municipal courts were among the 
ushers. Left to right: Judge Philip H. Richards; Canon duBois; Justice Marshall F. McComb; 
The Right Rev. F. Eric Bloy, Bishop of Los Angeles; Judge Roger Alton Pfaff, Diocesan 
Chairman for Laymen’s Work; Judge James H. Pope; The Rt. Rev. Donald J. Campbell, 
Suffragan Bishop of Los Angeles; Judge F. Ray Bennett; The Rev. Canon Douglas Stuarf, 
Dean of Los Angeles and co-chairman for the Day of Witness; Judge Earl Lippold and 


Judge Herbert V. Walker. 


of St. Mary of the Angels, Holly- 
wood, as Deacon, and the Rev. 
Donald Heyer of St. Edmunds Par- 
ish, San Marino, as Subdeacon. The 
preacher was the Rev. D. Wolecott 
C. Treat, Associate Professor of 
Psychology, San Diego State Col- 
lege, who delivered a sermon on 
“The Place of the Eucharist in Per- 
sonal Integration”. The music at 
the Mass was by St. Gregory sing- 
ers, David J. Billeter, Choirmaster 


King’s Photo Service 


Day at St. Peter’s Church, Red- 
wood City, California. The Sacred 
Ministers were: Officiant: The Rev. 
Weston Gillett, Rector of Church 
of the Advent, San _ Francisco, 
Deacons of Honor: The Rev. John 
Easton, Rector, Church of the 
Transfiguration, South San Mateo, 
and the Rev. Peter Farmer, Rector, 
St. Francis’ Church, Novato. The 
Master of Ceremonies was the Rev. 
3, Col. 3) 
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1955 General 


She Antonin Church Union Cordially Invites You Th 


—G S. 
_ Ven f ton ervuices 


GENERAL CONVENTION 


SOLEMN MASS. TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6th, 7:30 A.M. 
St. Mark’s Church, 


Solemn Mass of the Holy Spirit with intention for the General 
Convention and the Woman’s Auxiliary. Corporate Commun- 
ion, Breakfast will be served following the Communion. No 
Reservations required. 


THE BISHOP OF CHICAGO WILL PRESIDE. 





SOLEMN EVENSONG, PROCESSION AND SERVICE OF WITNESS. 
ST. ANDREW’S CATHEDRAL, HONOLULU. 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14th AT 8 P.M. 


PREACHER: THE BISHOP-COADJUTOR OF FOND DU LAC. 
OFFICIANT: THE BISHOP OF LONG ISLAND. 





The Coadjutor-Bishop of Fond du lac. 





The Bishop of Long Island 


The Bishop of Chicago 

The ACU Exhibit Booth at General Convention presents a large display of books 

+ and tracts for parish use. Make your selection in Honolulu and have the materials 
mailed to your home. 


+ + 
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GENERAL CONVENTION 
-1955 


The Triennial meetings of the General Convention and of the 
Woman’s Auxiliary are high points in the life of the Church. Bishops, 
priests and laymen come together to take counsel for the welfare of 
the Church and to deal with matters of law and order in accordance 
with our democratic tradition. The daily celebrations of the Holy 
Communion ought to be the most important part of each day’s 
schedule for every delegate. Members of Convention have come 
from many parts of the world to offer themselves, their minds, their 
talents, their souls and bodies as living sacrifices for God to use for 
the extension of His One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church and 
for the maintenance of the faith of that Church—‘the faith once de- 
livered to the saints”. It has been encouraging to note in recent 
General Conventions the large numbers assembling daily for Holy 
Communion and making the offering of self new each morning be- 
fore they face the tasks and decisions of the day. The delegates at 
General Convention ought to be supported by the prayers of the 
faithful from one end of the Church to the other. The American 
Church Union sponsored a Week of Prayer For General Convention 
from Pentecost to Trinity 1955. It was widely observed from coast 
to coast. While the General Convention is actually in session it 
is to be hoped that The Holy Communion will be celebrated daily 
in as many Churches as possible with special intention for the Gen- 
eral Convention. The faithful in every congregation have THEIR 
part in General Convention too. Did not Our Blessed Lord say: 
“Ask, and it shall be given?”. There ought to be a goodly number 
in the congregation at the daily Communion in parish Churches 
across the country during General Convention time; all the members 
of the Church should be using the Prayer Book intercession for 
General Convention daily (p. 36). 

Against the background of prayer and intention General Con- 
vention will turn its atte’tion to many important questions. May 
the Holy Spirit of Trut: ‘cad them into His Truth! 

ECUMENICAL MATTERS will undoubtedly come before 
the Convention in one form or another. Our relationship to the 
Church of South India may be the subject for discussion. Priests of 
the Church, assembled at the National Priest’s Convention at Valley 
Forge Military Academy (June 5-8th) have expressed sound senti- 
ments with reference to this question (see page 4, col. 4). 

THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH IN THE ARMED 
FORCES will doubtless be a subject for discussion. Perhaps one 
of the most telling witnesses to the urgency of this whole problem 
is found in the Fall 1954 “Chaplain’s News Letter”, a publication 
of the Armed Forces Division of the National Council, and, there- 
fore, an official statement. In this Letter we read: 

“Our Church, traditionally an influence in the Military far be- 
yond its numerical strength, is not keeping pace with the more 
aggressive Churches and unless it rouses itself at once, stands in 

of Becoming a back number. Unable even to maintain our 
given quotas of chaplains in the Army, Navy and Air Force and 
making no effort to place civilian priests in strategic centers of this 
new frontier, the residents of these new American-European com- 
munities will eventually turn to those communions which have made 
themselves and their rites available.” 

THE NAME OF THE CHURCH will come before General 
Convention in the form of various resolutions from Dioceses. It is 
to be hoped that the problem will be approached without prejudice. 
The Book of Common Prayer directs us to affirm that we are Catho- 
lics each time we join in the Creeds at Church services—“I believe 
in One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church”. We are nowhere 
directed to affirm that we are protestants. We who are members of 
the Church understand the sense in which we are “protestants” and 
it does not mean “non-Catholic” to us, but to the world outside the 
two terms are at opposite poles, and the modern use of the term 
“protestant” does not apply to us. To continue to employ the title 
“Protestant Episcopal Church” is only to continue confusion and to 
hinder our whole ministry in the Armed Forces and in hospitals 
and institutions. Let us hope that General Convention will seriously 
and soberly consider the wisdom of deleting the misleading word 
“protestant” from our title and be content with the name given us 
popularly as “The Episcopal Church”, allowing the Creeds of the 
Book of Common Prayer to provide any more definite statement 
concerning our nature which may be desired or needed. 

THE BUDGET ought to be subjected to careful study once 
again. The ACU did not make itself altogether popular in some 
quarters by its action at the 1952 General Convention of calling 
attention to a trend in the Church in the direction of increased giv- 
ing to Interdenominational agencies*and, particularly to the National 
Council of Churches. Our vocation is not to lose ourselves in a 
pan-protestant federation but to bear bold witness to the historic 
faith of Bible and Prayer Book. Once again, we express the hope 
that the budget will be carefully analyzed and studied before adop- 
tion. This is, of course, a very difficult procedure where time is at 
a premium and there is a tendency to leave much to the work of 
Committees. But it is the business of the entire General Convention 


to act as stewards for the money given by the entire membership 
of the Church. More ought to be given for the extension of our 
own missionary work, so feeble in many areas, and to the support 
of crucial work in Dioceses of the Anglican Communion around 
the world; less should be given to those interdenominational and 
NCCC agencies and committees which so often ignore the faith of 
this Church or, even worse, labor to establish ways and beliefs com- 
pletely at variance with our Church and Prayer Book and with the 
historic faith of Christendom. 


COMMITTEES are necessary at General Convention to ex- 
pedite the work which must be done in too short a space of time, 
but care should be taken to insure that the Committee work of the 
various departments of the National Council are carefully studied 
and analyzed to insure that the Church be still run by the General 
Convention and not by Committees. A case in point is the work 
of the Department of Christian Education. A careful reading of the 
article by a member of this 1955 General Convention and of many 
former General Conventions (page 1, col. 1) will very likely raise 
the question of whether sch large expenditures are actually 
justified if the results are, admittedly, only for a select few parishes 
and are so largely interdenominational in character. There is a serious 
matter for The House of Bishops to consider in terms of Com- 
mittees. We are told that Missionary Bishops used to be elected by 
the Bishops, assembled in the Church after Holy Communion, and 
with open nominations from the floor, whereas now the tendency is 
to receive the report of a nominating committee with reference to 
vacancies and to discourage further nominations. Let us hope that 
at the 1955 General Convention our Bishops will insist on a return 
to the former method of elections. 


POSITIVE ACTIONS ought to be initiated at this General 
Convention to deal with some of the most glaring weaknesses and 
abuses in the Church which, as far as we know, have not been con- 
sidered for 1955 General Convention action. We refer to: (1) Initi- 
ating action looking toward the strengthening of the Provincial sys- 
tem of the Church and delegating more power to Provincial Synods 
with a resultant increase of efficiency throughout the Church and a 
lessening of the burden of work expected of General Convention; 
(2) Initiating action to set up an efficient method of clergy place- 
ment in the Church; (3) A re-examination of the entire section of 
the Canons of the Church dealing with the rights of clergy in the 
matter of trials and accusations should be made, looking toward the 
day when the judicial system of the Church will be at least as demo- 
cratic as that of the State and will allow clergy the right of appeal 
from arbitrary accusations. 


SEABURY PRESS—We rejoice in the fact that Church Head- 
quarters has a medium for publication and no doubt much good will 
come from this enterprise. There have been some questions concerning 
the advisability of the Church subsidizing (with Church Funds) a 
business activity in competition with private enterprise but this is, 
no doubt, a matter of policy which has been seriously considered 
by the National Council. There is, however, one matter of real con- 
cern which ought to be dealt with by the General Convention. Sea- 
bury Press, listed in the “Episcopal Church Annual” as a section of 
the National Council Department of Christian Education, increas- 
ingly describes itself as “The Official Publishing House of the Protest- 
tant Episcopal Church”. This gives the impression that all of its 
materials and publications bear some sort of official stamp of ap- 
proval of the Episcopal Church. Dr. Fenn, in an article on the 
“Seabury Series” in this issue (page 1, col. 1) points out that much 
of this material contains doctrine alien to our Book of Common 
Prayer and to our tradition and, by omission, falls far short of pre- 
senting even the minimum of the faith “as this Church hath received 
the same”. It is further noted that in many of the mailings of the 
Seabury Press there are folders of books published by denominational 
agencies which simply bear the imprint of Seabury Press. They may, 
in fact, be publications of the Methodist or Presbyterian book houses. 
It is to be hoped that General Convention will give some attention 
to this matter and that great care will be used in employing the 
phrase “Official”. If the term is to be used, then a representative 
Committee of scholars ought to be given authority to pass on ail 
publications upon which it is to be used. The American Church 
Union is especially concerned about supervision of the Seabury 
Press. For example, last year we produced a book on “Christianity 
In India” to assist groups in the Woman’s Auxiliary who were to 
study this field during Lent 1955. It was the only book prepared 
by Episcopalians for Episcopalians. It was exceedingly difficult to 
get the Seabury Press to stock the book; impossible to get them to 
advertise its avaiiability in any of the mary mailings of book an- 
nouncements. We have on file a great many letters from all over 
the Church thanking us for the publication and expressing regret 
that knowledge of its availability was not more general. These letters 
have no relationship to Churchmanship and many of the expressions 
came from Dioceses where there is no Church Union. affiliation or 
interest. The book which was advertised and recommended by the 
Seabury Press for study about India and the Church of South India 
was written from the viewpoint of the non-Anglican Church of South 
India. It would certainly be desirable, in the interests of the truth, 
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National Fund 
Raising Drive 


Under the able direction of S. 
Duane Lyon of New York, the 
1955-56 ACU Fund Raising Drive 
goes forward. We are grateful for 
the gifts and contributions which 
have been sent in response to the 
letter appeals. Adequate funds are 
needed for an effective General 
Convention Witness and we seek a 
100% response from our members, 
in accordance with their ability to 
give. This will enable us to go to 
General Convention representing 
ALL of you. If you have not al- 
ready done so, will you mail us 
your contribution now? 

In the original Fund Drive let- 
ter Mr. Lyon suggested a minimum 
of a 10¢ per week contribution of 
$5.20 in this General Convention 
year. We record with pride that the 
average contribution to July 15th 
was $8.70. 


RESPONSES BY AREAS 


Responses from the State of 
Pennsylvania were in the lead, fol- 
lowed closely by New York and 
Connecticut. Next in order were 
contributions from Illinois and 
Massachusetts and these states are 
followed by New Jersey, Louisiana, 
California and Ohio. Gifts from 
Canada and from foreign countries 
were next in order and these were 
followed by Rhode Island, Mary- 
land, Florida and Wisconsin. In 
addition to good responses from the 
States listed above, there were con- 
tributions received from 38 States 
and the District of Columbia. 


Gifts received thus far have en- 
abled the Executive Board to make 
plans for General Convention and 
for the Fall and Winter ACU pro- 
gram but complete plans cannot be 
adopted until the goal of a 100% 
response,—a gift from every mem- 
ber is realized. 





Bishop Hand To Be 
ACU Guest 


The Right Reverend David 
Hand, Coadjutor-Bishop of New 
Guinea, will visit the United States 
from October 14th to late Novem- 
oer and will fill engagements for 
preaching and speaking in many 
American and Canadian cities. His 
tour is being arranged by the 
Speaker’s Bureau of the ACU and 
will begin on the East Coast. From 
New York and New England Bish- 
op Hand will move westward, 
completing his schedules in Cali- 
fornia in late November. There 
are open dates in the schedule and 
information may be obtained by 
addressing the Executive Director, 
at 347 Madison Avenue, New 
Yor 17, NN. X. 4 





Is Photography Your 
Hobby? 


We have collected about 60 
Kodochrome color slides taken by 
various people at the 1954 Chicago 
Catholic Congress. We wish to offer 
sets of these pictures for parish and 
Regional use. If there are other 
camera fans who have good slides 
taken at Chicago, or at any other 
ACU activity, we would be glad to 
receive copies and make arrange- 
ments for purchase of additional 
frames for our sets. Please let 
Canon duBois know about this mat- 
ter. 





MAY 1955! 
BETTER DAYS AHEAD 


We have called this issue of ACU 
NEWS “The 1955 General Conven- 
tion Issue,” but the careful reader 
may notice that on the Editorial 
page, as required by the Postal Laws, 
this is listed as the May 1955 issue. 
We ran late on printing our issues 
during the year 1954-55, but this 
is the 8th number and brings us up 
to date. 








We are to have a new Managing 
Editor for the ACU NEWS be- 
ginning with the Fall (October) is- 
sue and, thereafter, he will relieve 
the Editor and Executive Director 
and see that the paper goes to press 
on the same date each month. At 
the same time we expect to double 
the size of the paper, make it a 
better teaching medium and a more 
effective voice for Catholics in the 
Church. We have received all your 
suggestions for a change of name 
and they will be presented at the 
October Council meeting for action. 
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GENERAL CONVENTION 1955 
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to at least encourage the preparation and distribution of materials 
written from the standpoint of this Church. 


NATIONAL PUZZLE 
CONTEST 


Much has been written in the Church and secular press these 
past months about the National Puzzle Contest, sponsored by the 
American Church Union as a part of the current fund-raising drive. 
In general, the charges made against the Contest were not true; they 
were either based on erroneous statements and figures or sought to 
implicate us by innuendo in situations which did not apply to our 
Contest. The Council of the ACU adopted a policy of not replying 
to the dissident ex-member who sought consistently to stir up trouble 
for the ACU and to create a controversy. The Council of the ACU 
is grateful for the almost 100% support of its members in this situa- 
tion. Of the less than ten persons who resigned from the ACU 
because of the Contest, several have already renewed their member- 
ships. The Council of the ACU has issued the following statement 
about the Puzzle Contest: 

The Members of the Council of the American Church Union, as- 
sembled in New York City on January 11, 1955, approved and voted 
to sponsor the National Puzzle Contest, with but one dissenting vote, 
that of the Reverend Charles H. Graf. 

The Council, a representative group of bishops, priests, and laymen 
of the Episcopal Church, after having been fully informed of the nature 
of the contest, regarded it as moral, ethical, legal, legitimate, and proper. 

The Council entered into a contract for the implementation of the 
contest and its supervision is in the hands of a special committee of the 
Council. 

The Council, the Executive Board, and the Special Committee have 
heard the dissident member, who has since resigned, several times but 
have not been presented with any evidence of sufficient weight to war- 
rant altering the original action of the Council. The former member of 
the Counci! and of the American Church Union, has made persistent 
attempts to force the Council to change its decision and has, by implica- 
tion and innuendo, impugned the morals, ethics, motives, and intelli- 
gence of the Council; has. permitted numerous errors and distortions of 
fact to appear in his sermons and releases as reported by the religious 
and secular press; and has produced no evidence before the Council or 
the Special Committee to substantiate his allegations, although he was 
invited to do so. 

The Council of the American Church Union does not intend to 
engage in a dispute in this situation wherein the dissident ex-member 
has allowed so many false or irrelevant factors to cloud the issue. 

The Council adheres firmly to its original decision, and the National 
Puzzle,Contest continues under the auspices of the American Church 
Union. 

While it is not our intention to answer specific charges against the 
Contest in the public press, we are happy to reassure our members on 
one point: 

It is alleged that the American Church Union advertises the na- 
tional puzzle contest in “so-called comics.” A great deal of extraneous 
material is introduced concerning comic books to completely confuse 
the issue. The national puzzle contest is advertised in some comic books 
and they are carefully selected. About four years ago, when investigating 
crime in government, some members of the Committee sent a question- 
naire to psychiatrists and other interested people on problems of delin- 
quency asking their opinions about certain mass media. A compilation 
of these replies was then published. There was no report or comment 
made by the Committee in evaluating these replies. 

Eight or nine months ago, the same Committee under the chair- 
manship of Senator Hendrickson made a study of all mass media: mo- 
tion pictures, the press, TV, and radio and comic books. In this report 
horror and terror comic books were strongly condemned. 

This immediately set up a reaction in the group responsible for pub- 
lishing of all comic books. Conscious of abuses by certain of their group, 
they organized a Board of Review to judge and pass on all future publica- 
tions of these books, and set up a system of self-regulation. The services 
of Judge Charges F. Murphy of New York were secured,’on a full-time 
basis, to act as administrator for the Board of Review. A seal was devised 
which Comic Books approved by the Board could reproduce on their 
covers—which reads “Approved by the Comic Code Authority.” This 
Review Board was set up and became active in November, 1954, and 
most of the comic books on book stands since January, 1955, have quali- 
fied and are permitted to carry the seal. For this self-regulation, the 
Kefauver Committee, which in the present Democratic Congress has 
succeeded the Hendrickson Committee, has given its approval and con- 
gratulations, The National Puzzle Contest is advertised in only comic 
books which carry the seal of approval of the Comic Code Authority. 


Our Anglican Heritage 


The sound color film of the 1954 Chicago Catholic Congress is 
more than a record of the world wide meeting. It is the story of the 
heritage of faith and worship in the Episcopal Church and the Angli- 
can Communion and is the story of the Catholic Revival told in 
pictures. It has been well received in every section of the Church 
and is proving increasingly popular not only for parochial organiza- 
tion programs but for confirmation class instruction. 

Rentals: $8.00 per showing, plus transportation charges. Book- 
ings are being made now for the Fall and Winter of 1955 and 1956. 

Film Bookings May Be Made Thru: 
The American Church Union, 347 Madison Avenue, New York, 17 

N. Y. (or upon application at ACU General Convention Booth). 
The a Chicago, Film Library, 65 East Huron Street, Chi- 

cago, IIl. 

The ae 1 Long Island, Film Library, 170 Remsen St., Brooklyn 
The Reverend John A. Schultz, 708 Bethlehem Pike, Ambler, Pa. 

(Copies of the film me be purchased for local use. Prices upon 
application to the New York ACU office.) 

Kodochrome Slides: A set of Kodochrome Colorslides of the Chicago 

Catholic Congress, supplementing the scenes in the film, are 

available for rental with the film or for purchase. 


REGIONAL ACTIVITIES 


(Continued from Page 1, Col. 5) 


Francis McNaul, Jr., Assistant, 

Church of the Advent, San Fran- 

cisco. The Lessons were read by 

the Rev. Gardner Smith, Rector, 

Holy Trinity Church, Menlo Park, 

and the Rev. John Daley, Rector, 

Church of the Good Shepherd, Bel- 

mont. The preacher was Canon 

duBois. (for photo, see page 11.) 
A Service of Witness was held 

in PORTLAND, OREGON, on 

May 25, 1955. The Service was 

held at Trinity Church, Portland, 

the Reverend Lansing E. Kempton, 

D.D., Rector. The Precenter was 

The Reverend George R. Turney, 

Church of St. Michael and All 

Angels, Portland. The Master of 

Ceremonies was the Rev. L. Frank- 

lin Evenson, St. Matthew’s, Port- 

land. The First Lesson was read 
by the Very Rev. Joseph O’Rillion, 

Dean of the Cathedral Church of 

St. Stephen the Martyr, Portland. 

Dr. Kempton read the Second Les- 

son. The address was given by the 

Rev. Canon Albert J. duBois. 

A Day of Witness to the Catholic 
Faith of the Episcopal Church 
was held at HOLY TRINITY 
CHURCH, SPOKANE, WASH- 
INGTON, on Thursday, May 26th. 
The Rev. E. J. Mason, Rector, pre- 
sided. The program was: 

11:15 a.m.—Low Mass of St. Au- 
gustine of Canterbury. 

12:15 p.m.—Luncheon in the Par- 
ish Hall, with an address by Fr. 
duBois. 

6:30 p.m.—Pot-luck supper meet- 
ing of the Confraternity of the 
Blessed Sacrament. 

7:45 p.m.—Choral Evensong. 

8:15 p.m.—“Our Anglican Heri- 
tage”, color film of last year’s 
Catholic Congress in Chicago 
was shown in the Parish Hall and 
Canon duBois gave an address 
and conducted a question period. 


The NEW YORK METROPOL- 
ITAN BRANCH held a Service of 
Witness at the Church of the Resur- 
rection, 115 East 74th Street, on 
May 19th. 

The service began at 6 P.M. and 
the first speaker was the Rev. Ber- 
nard McK. Garlick on “The Catho- 
lic Faith and the Episcopal 
Church”. 

The Rev. H. Karl Lutge ad- 
dressed the group and led a discus- 
sion on “The Holy Catholic Church 
and the Ecumenical Movement”. 

Solemn Evensong concluded the 
program and an address was given 
by the Rev. Everett Bosshard on 
“The Catholic Movement and the 
Church Union”. 

The Chairman of the Metropoli- 
tan Branch is Mr. Frank B. Rams- 
dell. 


ST. JAMES’ EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH, LACONIA, N. H., was 
host Sunday afternoon, May 15th, 
for a meeting under auspices of the 
New Hampshire branch of the 
American Church Union. Purpose 
of the gathering was to acquaint 
people of New Hampshire with in- 
teresting facts about Hawaii, where 
the General Convention of the 
Episcopal Church is to be held and 
also some of the background of the 
Convention itself. 

The Rev. Charles W. Nelson, a 
retired chaplain of the U. S. Navy, 
formerly stationed in Hawaii, spoke 


on some of the issues slated to 
come up before the convention. He 
also showed colored slides of 
church life in the Islands. 

The program was conducted by 
the Rev. William Parker Neal, Epis- 
copal Church rector and New 
Hampshire branch president of the 
ACU. Assisting with various phases 
of the service were Rev. Arthur 
Leaker, the Rev. Merle Smith, the 
Rev. Standrod Tucker Carmichael, 
and the Rev. Sheafe Walker. 

Delegations were present from 
many of the parishes and missions 
in the New Hampshire diocese. 

THE SOUTHEASTERN 
BRANCH OF THE AMERICAN 
CHURCH UNION highlighted the 
May Month of Witness with a Day 
of Wiiness at the Church of the 
Good Shepherd, Columbia, South 
Carolina, on May 21. 

A Solemn High Mass, using the 
Missa Marialis, was sung at 10 
A.M. by the Rev. Urban T. 
Holmes, III, Curate of St. Luke’s 
Church, Salisbury, N. C., with the 
Rev. J. Bryan Griswold, Vicar of 
St. Matthews, Mooresville, N. C., 
as Deacon, the Rev. Ralph H. Kim- 
ball, Rector, the Church of the 
Good Shepherd, Sub-deacon, the 
Rey. Paul Treaumer, Post Chaplain, 
Camp LeJeune, N. C., preacher. 
Mr. Thomas H. Patrick of Char- 





believe, we do, and we live. Thus 
we answer the question ‘What is an 
Episcopalian?’ He is a Catholic by 
conviction and conscience. He is 
convinced of The Catholic Faith in 
the Episcopal Church and is willing 
to bear witness of his allegiance to 
the Divine Son of God and is not 
ashamed to confess the faith of 
Christ crucified and risen again. 
The very center of a Catholic’s life 
is the Altar and the Cross from 
whence comes the precious stream 
of the Grace of God. The:Catholic 
offers his whole life and actions to 
God and in turn receives them back 
transformed and reflecting the mag- 
nificent Glory of the Ascended Sav- 
ior. Every time we trace the Holy 
Sign (the sign of the Cross) on the 
sinful flesh let it be a reminder that 
the Catholic is a follower of the 
way to Heaven by way of the Altar 
and the Cross. The final answer to 
our question is that an Episcopalian 
is a Catholic because he is a Chris- 
tian and the Christian Faith is the 
Catholic Faith. This wonderful, his- 
toric, Divinely directed faith can be 
found in the Episcopal Church.” 
Luncheon was served at 12:45 
P.M. and at 2 o’clock Fr. Holmes 
addressed those assembled on “The 
Episcopal Church and the Ecumeni- 
cal Movement.” The theme of Fr. 
Holmes’ talk was that “it is the will 
of our Lord that His Church be 


ST. MARY’S CHURCH, NAPA, CALIFORNIA. Some of the clergy and acolytes present for the 

Second Annual Diocesan Acolytes Solemn Evensong on May 20th, 1955. Center, The Rt. Rev. 

Noel Porter, Bishop of Sacramento; Rt. The Rev. L. O. Ison, Rector of St. Mary's, and 

Officiant . Preacher was the Rev. Dr. E. M. Pennell, Rector of St. Francis’, San Francisco, at 

the left of the Bishop. Other clergy present were: Dean M. M. Sale, Sacramento; The 

Rev. R. H. Larsen, Fort Bragg; The Rev. K. B. Samuelson, Arcata, the Rev. Canon L. D. 
Gottshall, Oakland, and Canon duBois. 


lotte, N. C., acted as Master of 
Ceremonies. 

At 12 noon the Rev. Fr. Treau- 
mer delivered a most interesting 
and informative address on “The 
Catholic Faith in the Episcopal 
Church.” Fr, Treaumer said in 
part that “the real question is just 
what are Episcopalians, especially 
those who take their faith seriously 
and enjoy the rich heritage of our 
beloved Church? . . . The road of 
faith can beonly one and that is 
the Catholic Faith or all inclusive 
complete faith . . . the faith once 
and for all delivered to the Saints, 
carefully guarded as the most pre- 
cious treasure ever committed to 
the care of man.” 

At the end of his address Fr. 
Treaumer quoted Acts II, verses 
37-47 and concluded: 

“It is the Catholic Faith we be- 
lieve and _ practice, continuing 
steadfastly in the Apostoles’ doc- 
trine and fellowship, and in break- 
ing of bread, and in prayers. We 


One. .. . Nor can we do anything 
but work for unity, for this is our 
Lord’s will”, but this is “to agree 


to a principle, not a method!” and 
it is to the MEANS that we should 
turn our concern. “We must hold 
up the present popular efforts of 
the movement and their proposals, 
for clear contrast to the ESSEN- 
TIALS of the Christian Faith (... 
once delivered to the Saints’)”. He 
said “Basically . . . any approach to 
unity boils down to a matter of 
what is essential that we preserve 
to maintain the Church without de- 
feat. However there is no doubt 
that there is a crying need for An- 
glicanism to first become aware of 
the nature of its own faith, and to 
understand and hold the fullness 
thereof, before it begins to engage 
in wild schemes for unity. ... We 
in Anglicanism not only have an 
obligation to promote the unity of 
Christendom, but we also have a 
higher obligation, which is to pre- 
(Continued on Page 5, Col. 1) 





gress. 100 pp. $3.75. 





--+ For Summer Reading - - - 


THEY SHINE LIKE STARS by the Rev. Desmond Morse-Boycott. A thorough history of the Ox- 
ford Movement in the Anglican Communion. 380 pp. $4.25. 
THE OFFICIAL REPORT OF THE 1954 CHICAGO CATHOLIC CONGRESS. A book that con- 
tains excellent addresses on Christian Unity by noted speakers. Many illustrations of the Con- 


CHRISTIANITY IN INDIA. An historical summary having particular reference to the Anglican 
Communion and the Church of South India. 46 pp. $1.00. 

REFORMATION AND CATHOLICITY. A statement by a group in the Dutch Reformed Church 
as to Catholic truth and worship. Translated from the Dutch. 48 pp. $1.00. 

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES AND THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF 
CHURCHES. A study on the history of the entry of the Episcopal Church into N.C.C. and the 
testimony before the committee of the Diocese of Pennsylvania on the N.C.C. overstepping its 
constitution in certain of its publications. 69 pp. $1.00. 


All Available From: 


AMERICAN CHURCH PUBLICATIONS 
347 Madison Avenue (Room 1303) 


New York 17, N. Y. 














Page 4 


ACU NEWS 


1955 General Convention Number 








THE GUILD OF ALL SOULS 


A prayer group pledged to pray for the de 
parted members of the Guild and for all 
the Faithful Departed. Open to Communi- 
eants of the Anglican Church. 

Provide that prayers will be offered for 
the repose of your soul by joining the Guild. 

For further information, address the Su- 
perior General. 


THE REV. FRANKLIN JOINER, D.D. 
Superior 
2012 Apple Tree St. Philadelphia 3, Pa. 








The Confraternity of 
the Blessed Sacrament 


A devotional society of clergy and falty 
throughout the Anglican Communion 
to work and pray for greater honor to 
Our Lord present in the Blessed Sacra- 
ment of His Body and Blood. Founded 
1862. 

Holy oils blessed by a Bishop are avail- 
able for the clergy through C. B. S. 
Send offering to cover mailing. 


For further information, address: 


The Rev. W. R. Wetheroll, Secrotary-General 
528 Fullerton Parkway, Chicago 14, Ill. 








HOLY CROSS PRESS 


Publishers of 


The Holy Cross Magazine 


(issued monthly) 


One Year $3.00 Outside U. 5. A. $3.25 
(Rate Subject to Change) 


Other publications 


f spiritual and 
devotional interest. Li 


HOLY CROSS PRESS 
West Park, N. Y. 














CHURCH FABRICS 


We offer fabrics to Altar Guilds by the 
yard cut to given dimensions or as com- 
pleted Vestments and Altar hangings. 

Orphrey, galloon, trimmings are avail- 
able in silk, metal, bemberg and rayon 
damasks in all colors of the Divine Liturgy. 


Address Inquiry to: HOLY LAND ART CO. 





55 Barclay St., N. Y. C. 
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Shrine of Our Lady of Clemency 





Continuous Novena 


Write for booklet 
S. CLEMENT'S CHURCH 
20th & Cherry Sts., Phila. 3, Pa. 











CLINTON B. BROWN 


Consulting Professional Engineer 
Staatsburg, New York 


Studies & Reports, Design & Supervi- 
sion, Air Conditioning, Heating & 
Ventilation, Power Plants, Oil & Gas 
Industrial Planning & 
Management 


500 Printed Name $1,00 


& Address Labels 


Imagine! 500 Gummed Labels neatly 
printed with your name and address. 
Thousands of uses, handy 15” x 4” 
size, in pad form, for only $1.00. Satis- 
faction guaranteed. 

AGENTS WANTED: Help increase church 
or organization funds. Supplies free. 


A. & M. THOMSON 


Pipe Lines, 














1939 East 85, #6U, Cleveland.6, Ohis. 
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WATKINSON SCHOOL 
Hartford, Conn. 
Est. 1859 


plato a gg hoarding and day 
school 5 





or 100 boys, Grades 5 through 
12. Sacred Studies in all grades, daily 
Chapel services. Self-help plan keeps 
costs to $950. a year. Some scholarship 
aid. For catalog address: 

REVD. ROBERT F. SWEETSER, 
Headmaster 


180 Bloomfield Ave., Hartford 5, Conn. 
J 














ore 


USED AND NEW BOOKS: Liturgy, cere- 
monial, dogmatics, taries, o- 
tional, Church History, etc. Send for list. 
Books are chea in England. lan Michell, 
29 Lower Brook St., Ipswich, England. 








Convention Leader Calls 
For Top Level Meeting 


The Reverend William H. Dun- 
phy, Ph.D., speaking on June 7th 
at the Valley Forge Priests’ Con- 
vention on “The Ecumenical Move- 
ment”, said: “The greatest thing 
that could happen in the world to- 
day would be a meeting between 
His All-Holiness, Athenagoras I, 
Archbishop of Constantinople, Ecu- 
menical Patriarch of the Orthodox 
Churches, and the Pope, head of 
the Holy Roman Church. Both are 
men of deep convictions, are Chris- 
tian statesmen, and are men whose 
lives show forth the spirit of Chris- 
tian love. A meeting of those two 
men as a first step looking toward 
the eventual healing of the split be- 
tween East and West in the Chris- 
tian world would be one of the 
most significant events of our 





Fr. Dunphy 


time.” Dr. Dunphy continued: 
“There was once a time when the 
salvation of the world hung in the 
balance, awaiting Mary’s reply to 
the Angels’ greeting. The world 
waits for release from fear and 
strife. The Pope and the Patriarch 
could do more than any others to 
move toward release from fear, 
lessening of tension and confusion 
in the practical work of setting 
clear aims and goals for the world- 
wide movements of our day that 
seek to reunite Christendom.” Dr. 
Dunphy said. “I would disassociate 
myself from those who would 
speak of Protestants with contempt. 
I believe that our separated breth- 
ren in the Protestant denomina- 
tions have much to learn from our 
Holy Mother, the Catholic and 
Apostolic Church, but I do not be- 
lieve that the Church has anything 
to learn from them. However, we, 
the members of the Holy Catholic 
Church, have much to learn from 
our Protestant brethren. In_ their 
separation they have taken treas- 
ures from the Father’s House and 
we may not learn of them unless 
we learn from them.” 

The Valley Forge Priests’ Con- 
vention, held under the auspices of 
the American Church Union, from 
June 5 to 8, and bringing together 
priests of the Episcopal Church 
from across the nation, passed a 
resolution, aligning themselves with 
their brother clergy in South Africa 
with reference to the Church of 
South India. The resolution reads 
as follows: 

“We the members of the clergy at- 
tending the Priests’ Convention at 
Valley Forge, do heartily approve and 
commend the recent statement of the 
clergy of the Province of South Africa 
addressed to the English Convocations 
of York and Canterbury with refer- 
ence to the Church of South India, 

“Resolved, therefore, that we asso- 
ciate ourselves with the South Africa 
Statement of conviction and principle.” 


The South Africa Statement 
reads: 


“In view of the crucial decision 
which will have to be made by the 
English Convocations concerning the 
relationship of the Church of England 
to the Church of South India, we 
clergy of the Church of the Province 
of South Africa consider it our duty 
to make our position clear. 

“The action of the two English 
Convocations can in no sense be re- 
garded as a purely internal matter of 
the Provinces of Canterbury and 
York. The entire Anglican Com- 
munion has its center of gravity in 
England and it lies within the power 


of the English Convocations to pre- 
serve the unity of Anglicanism 
throughout the world or to disrupt it. 
We beg the members of the two Con- 
vocations to consider earnestly the re- 
sponsibility which is theirs. 

We oppose any alteration of the 
relations between the Anglican Com- 
munion and the Church of South 
India and we base our opposition on 
points of both faith and order. We 
believe that the Church of South 
India in its doctrines and constitution 
represents a position which is irrecon- 
cilable with that of traditonal Angli- 
canism. We deplore all attempts to 
achieve the unity of Christendom on 
a pragmatic basis which seeks to ignore 
real and vital matters of doctrine and 
order, All such attempts we must 
actively oppose. 

“If the Church of England should 
enter into any relationship with the 
Church of South India which involved 
intercommunion or the recognition of 
the ministry of the latter, then we 
must consider ourselves bound by 
conscience actively to work for a 
change in the relationship between the 
Church of the Province of South 
Africa and the Church of England.” 

A further resolution was unani- 
mously passed by the Priests’ Con- 
vention, affirming their loyalty to 
the Council of the American 
Church Union and praising the 
present leadership of the organiza- 
tion. 

The Reverend Homer F. Rogers, 
Professor of Pastoral Theology at 
Nashotah House, lectured on “The 
Priestly Discipline”. Father Rogers 
said in part: 

“The essence of priesthood (papal 
bulls to the contrary notwithstanding) 
is not sacrifice in the nari sense, 
but mediation. The creaiea order, due 
to Adam’s sin, is separated from God. 
Religion is re-union, The priest is the 
instrument in God’s hand to effeci 
this re-unian. Hence the God-Man 
Christ is the perfect priest and the 
model of our priesthood. 

“The traditional three-fold nature 
of the ministry, prophet, priest, and 
king, is the mediation of the Triune 
nature of God to the three-fold nature 
of man as intellect, will, and affec- 
tions. Christian ministry involves the 
whole of the priest, mediating the 
whole of religion, to the whole of the 
created order. This is the basis for 
the understanding of priestly disci- 
pline. 

“As Mediator the priestly activity 
moves in two directions: toward God 
and toward creation. The priest there- 
fore must be at home in two worlds 
and pass freely between them.” 

The Reverend Darwin R. Kirby, 
Rector of St. George’s Church in 
Schenectady, N. Y., addressed the 
Convention on the theme of 
“Teaching the Catholic Faith on a 
Parish Level”. 

The Reverend Don Frank Fenn, 
Rector of the Church of St. Mi- 
chael and All Angels in Baltimore, 
Chairman of the Convention, 
pleaded in his opening address for 
care in the use of terminology. He 
deplored the common practice of 
referring to certain parishes or 
clergy as “Catholic” as opposed to 
others and pointed out that the en- 
tire Anglican Church is Catholic 
and that every priest is a Catholic, 
whether or not there is an under- 
standing or a recognition of the fact. 
He pleaded for a greater spirit of 
charity in relationships between the 
Church Union and the Protestant 
brethren. Father Fenn was one of 
the original incorporators of the 
American Church Union in 1937. 


The Reverend Father Joseph, 
O.S.F., and the Reverend Harold 
LeMoine, Rector of St. Joseph’s 
Church in Queens Village, Long 
Island, gave lectures in prepara- 
tion for a nation-wide Teaching 
Mission to be sponsored by the 
American Church Union in the 
Fall of 1956. 

The Chairman of Arrangements 
for the Valley Forge Priests’ Con- 
vention was the Reverend Hobart 
J. Gary of Levittown, Long Island. 
He was assisted by the Reverend 
George R. Tiebal of Floral Park, 
Long Island. 

The Reverend Francis Campbell 
Gray, Rector of St. John’s Church, 
Decatur, Illinois, was Convention 
Chaplain. 

Serious consideration was given 
to the results of the Evanston 
“Open Communion” Service as it 
impressed the Orthodox and the 
Old Catholic delegates. A recent 
article in the Swiss Old Catholic 
Magazine was brought to the at- 
tention of the Convention. In the 


article, Dr. Hans Frei, Swiss Old 
Catholic delegate at Evanston, said 
the Evanston “Open Communion” 
celebrated by the Presiding Bishop 
of the American Episcopal Church, 
would make it necessary for Ortho- 
dox and Old Catholics to study the 
whole matter of their present rela- 
tionships to the Episcopal Church. 

The Bishop of Pennsylvania, the 
Right Reverend Oliver J. Hart, pre- 
sided at the Solemn Evensong 
which opened the Priests’ Conven- 
tion on Sunday, June Sth. 

The Convention preacher was the 
Reverend Frank Damrosch of 
Doylestown, Pennsylvania. Father 
Damrosch traced the development 
of the Catholic Revival Movement 
in the Episcopal Church and, com- 
ing down to the present day, said: 

“The simpler and more fundamental 
ceremonial usages, such as altar 
crosses, candles, vested choirs, early 
Eucharists, etc., have been adopted 
by the whole Church. Vestments, 
crucifixes and sung Masses. are al- 
most universally tolerated, That the 
slackening away of militant opposi- 
tion has lessened the militant charac- 
ter of the Catholic movement is obvi- 
ous. 





“But in this same period there has 
also been another transition. The evan- 
gelical group in our Church has all 
but disappeared. A new force has 
arisen and grown to large proportions, 
made up of those who style them- 
selves liberal evangelicals. This has 
brought about a complete reversal in 
the position of the Catholic move- 
ment; it is now the liberals who want 
to change things and the Catholics 
who are resisting the changes. 

“How shall we of the Catholic 
movement today meet these dangers? 
God forbid that we should attack the 
liberals in the bitter spirit with which 
the old evangelicals attacked us fifty 
years ago. We do honestly believe that 
our cause is God’s cause, but so do 
the liberals believe of their cause. 

“We must go right on preaching, 
teaching, and above all living the 
Catholic faith, We must in all love 
and charity and kindliness dispute with 
those who, in our judgment, would 
destroy that faith. We must seek to 
convince those who would be labeled 
neither Catholic nor liberal that they 
should not support such movements 
as would, in the magnificent words of 
Bishop Bennett before the Synod of 
the First Province, “result in the elim- 
ination of one Anglican province 
afters another.” 








CLERGY AT THE 1955 VALLEY FORGE NATIONAL PRIESTS’ CONVENTION on the Steps of 
the Chapel following the High Mass celebrated by the ACU Executive Director. 


Photo by Roger Geffen 





Intercommunion and the 
Church of South India 


(A Statement prepared and adopted at 
the 1955 Priest’s Convention, Wayne 
Pa., 6/7/55) 


In viewof the fact that steps to- 
ward intercommunion with the 
newly-formed Church of South In- 
dia are being considered at the 
present time throughout the Angli- 
can Communion and may very 
likely be one of the subjects for dis- 
cussion at the 1955 General Con- 
vention of the Episcopal Church, 
we, the undersigned members of 
the clergy of the Episcopal Church, 
must, in conscience, adopt the fol- 
lowing position: 

We associate ourselves with the 
wise warnings voiced at the Pan- 
Anglican Congress at Minneapolis 
in 1954 against courses pursued in 
separate parts of the Anglican 
Communion, which can undermine 
or disrupt the unity of the Anglican 
Communion as a whole. 

We stand unalterably opposed 
to any efforts to extend intercom- 
munion or recognition to a Church 
which lays open to question Our 
Lord’s Virgin Birth and His Bodily 
Resurrection or any other article of 
the Universal Creed of Christen- 
dom. It is not possible to remain 
true to the clear teaching of the 
preface to our own Ordinal and, 
at the same time, allow intercom- 
munion with a Church where some 
clergy are not Episcopally ordained. 
We hope and pray that the ex- 
Anglicans and others who have 
formed the Church of South India 
will grow into the full faith of the 
Catholic Church, and are glad to 
see some signs pointing in this di- 
rection. On the other hand, as long 
as the Church of South India has 
a mixed ministry, partly Episcopally 
ordained and partly not, and dan- 
gerously qualifies its allegiance to 
the historic faith and order of the 


Church Catholic, intercommunion 
is impossible. 

The guarded and limited approv- 
al of the South India Plan by the 
Lambeth Conferences of 1930 and 
1948 was given on the express un- 
derstanding that the experiment 
was to be tried for thirty years and 
the question then submitted as to 
whether the South India Church 
had become a recognizable branch 
of the Holy Catholic Church. Noth- 
ing has occurred to remove this 
understanding. We are opposed to 
any action looking toward inter- 
communion with the Church of 
South India by a separate Province 
of the Anglican Communion until 
our Bishops at Lambeth, who initi- 
ated the plan, have acted as a 
body. 

We earnestly need and desire the 
unity of all Christians, for which 
Our Lord prayed—a unity in the 
truth; and we earnestly and loving- 
ly pray for our brethren of the 
Church of South India. However, 
intercommunion and recognition of 
the Ministry of a Church which 
leaves its adherence to the funda- 
mental faith of Christendom in 
doubt is surely not unity in the 
truth, nor is it Christian charity. 
Moreover, we deplore the pressure 
that has been exercised on those 
South Indians who wish to remain 
loyal to Anglican principles; The 
Church of South India claims that 
it has no particular view of the 
Episcopate but it certainly acts on 
a definite view; namely, that though 
convenient it is not essential. We 
should regret the extension of the 
South India precedent to other 
areas, since experience shows that 
the historic Catholic principles of 
the Lambeth Quadrilateral have 
been dangerously weakened in the 
South India Experiment — the 
Apostolic priesthood is obscured, 
the Creeds left uncertain, the ad- 
ministration of the Sacraments 
doubtful, and the Bible appealed 








1955 General Convention Number 


ACU NEWS 





to individualistically rather than as 
the Church’s Book. Valid orders 
are not all that is needed for inter- 
communion; the question of ortho- 
doxy is vital. For India or for any 
other country the fullness of faith 
is needed to meet the needs of man, 
and it is on this basis that we hope 
that intercommunion with the 
Church of South India will, in time, 
become possible. 

For the Episcopal Church in 
this country or elsewhere to take 
steps looking toward intercom- 
munion now would, naturally, be 
interpreted as a statement that this 
Church no longer considers it 
necessary to “hold all the Articles 
of the Christian Faith as contained 
in the Apostle’s Creed.” Such an 
act would be an abandonment of 
the basis of Anglican fellowship. 
It would be a revolutionary change 
of the sort described and rejected 
by the Church of England in the 
Book of Common Prayer — a 
change of consequence, as secretly 
striking at some laudable practice 
or established doctrine of the 
Church of England, or indeed of 
the whole Church of Christ. 





REGIONAL ACTIVITIES 


(Continued from Page 3, Col. 5) 


serve the Catholic Faith. This will 
mean that we must clarify issues, 
and affirm historic essentials of the 
faith throughout our work in the 
Ecumenical Movement. The move- 
ment itself needs to be represented 
as much as is possible in Anglican- 
ism by those who are able to do 
just this.” 

Following this splendid exposi- 
tion of the position Anglicanism 
must take in the Ecumenical Move- 
ment, the film “Our Anglican Heri- 
tage’”’ was shown. 

At 3 P.M. Fr. Griswold delivered 
an address on “The Episcopal 
Church and the American Church 
Union”. He said: “The Catholic 
Movement in the Episcopal Church 
believes that the Catholic Faith is 
more than a paper religion. The 
Truth of God is a living reality; 
it requires action and it has results. 
Therefore the Church Union is... 
Catholic action in the Anglican 
Church. There are other excellent 
organizations within the Catholic 
Movement of our Church .. . but 
the most comprehensive organiza- 
tion of the Catholic Movement in 
our Church whose purpose is to 
defend, promote, propagate and 
witness to its Catholic Heritage is 
the (American) Church Union.... 
The Church Union has been called 
the ‘handmaid of the Oxford Move- 
ment’, and very justly so. 

“The Church Union is but one 
instrument and one tool in laboring 
to recall and revive our Church to 
its full and rightful place as an im- 
portant portion of Catholic Chris- 
tendom. It does not want to en- 
courage Catholic dilettantism, 
which we have plenty of, but labors 
that the Church might be itself and 
true to its nature. And this it does 
under God and dependent upon His 
Grace and Power.” 

The Day of Witness was brought 
to a close at 4 P.M. with Evensong 
sung by Fr. Treaumer with the 
Rev. Fr. Paul Chaplin, Rector of 
St. Francis’ Church, Rutherford- 
ton, N. C., as Deacon and Mr. 
Robert Ross, a communicant of 
the Cathedral of the Incarnation, 
Long Island, N. Y., as sub-deacon. 
Fr. Kimball assisted at the organ. 

Many members of the American 
Church Union, as well as others, 
both white and Negro, from the 
States of New York, Georgia, 
North Carolina and South Carolina 
were in attendance. 

An American Church Union 
Service of Witness was held at ST. 
ANDREW’S CHURCH, DEN- 
VER, on Whitsunday, May 29th. 
The Rev. Justin Van Lopik, Rector 
of St. Andrew’s officiated at Solemn 
Evensong and Benediction. Canon 
duBois preached. Following the 
Service, the Chicago Catholic Con- 
gress film was shown in the Parish 
Hall and refreshments were served. 

On the Sunday within the Octave 
of the Feast of Corpus Christi, the 
NEW ENGLAND Branch of the 
American Church Union joined 


with the local Branch of the Con- 


fraternity of the Blessed Sacrament 
at a service of Solemn Evensong 
and Benediction of the Blessed 
Sacrament at the Church of St. 
Augustine and St. Martin, Boston. 
The Rev. Granville Mercer Wil- 
liams, Superior of the Society of 
St. John the Evangelist, preached; 
Dr. Everett Titcomb conducted the 
music for the Service; Professor 
Samuel Walter Played the organ 
prelude and Mr. Richard Grant the 
Postlude. Leading in the music 
were the Junior and Senior Choirs 
of St. Augustine’s Church and the 
St. John’s Schola Cantorum from 
the Cowley Fathers’ Church. 

An election of officers for the 
New England Regional ACU was 
held after the service. Professor 
Joseph Skinner was elected Re- 
gional Chairman and Mrs. M. L. 
Johnson, Vice Chairman. 

An ACU C.B.S. Service was held 
at ST. PAUL’S, PORTLAND, 
MAINE, on Sunday, June 12th? 
Canon duBois preached and the 
Chicago Catholic Congress film was 
shown. 

On June 25, 1955, at SHEBOY- 
GAN, WISCONSIN, the ACU 
joined with the members of Grace 
Church in sponsoring the 5th An- 
nual Day-Pilgrimmage to the Shrine 
of our Lady of Walsingham. The 
officers of the Mass were The Rev. 
James H. Pearson, Celebrant, the 
Rev. James H. Miller, Deacon, the 
Rev. Henry E. Brendemihl, Sub- 
deacon, and the Rev. John O. 
Bruce, Master of Ceremonies. The 
preacher was the Very Rev. Mal- 
colm DeP. Maynard, Dean of All 
Saints’ Cathedral, Milwaukee. 

THE MONTREAL BRANCH 
OF THE ACU has been active. 
They met on Saturday, May 21, 
1955, for Holy Eucharist and 
breakfast at St. Philip’s Church 
and a showing of the Chicago Cath- 
olic Congress film, and on Satur- 
day, June 11th, at St. Jude’s 
Church for Holy Eucharist and 
breakfast and an address by Canon 
duBois. 

On July 14th, the members of the 
Montreal Branch met at St. John 
the Divine Parish, Verdun, for a 
chicken supper. Father Dann led 
a discussion on “Liturgy and Life”. 
The members of this Regional 
Branch hope to have the Russian 
Bishop for Montreal with them in 
September and the Coadjutor 
Bishop of New Guinea for October. 

In addition to the meetings and 
services outlined above, Canon du- 
Bois visited many other regional 
branches during the Spring. He 
participated in meetings in Dallas, 
Fort Worth, San Diego, and Seattle. 
He attended the Second Diocesan 
Acolyte Festival Service at St. 
Mary’s Church, Napa, California, 
on Ascension Day, May 20th. Par- 
ticipating in the Service were: The 
Rt. Rev. Noel Porter, Bishop of 
Sacramento, Father Miller Sale of 
Trinity Pro-Cathedral, Sacramento, 
Father Godfrey Hartzel of St. 
John’s Parish, Petaluma, California, 
Father Richard Larsen of St. Mi- 
chael’s and All Angels, Fort Bragg, 
and Father Kenneth Samuelson of 
St. Alban’s Arcata, California. 
(See p. 3 for photo). Following 
the Service, the Chicago Catholic 
Congress film, “Our Anglican Heri- 
tage”, was shown in the Parish 
Hall. 

En route to the West Coast, 
Canon duBois attended Services in 
ALL SAINTS’ POLISH NA- 
TIONAL CATHOLIC CATHE- 
DRAL, Chicago, and a banquet at 
the Hilton Hotel, honoring the 
Primate of the Polish National 
Catholic Church, the Most Rev- 
erend Leon Grochowski. The 
Executive Director has also visited, 
attended meetings, or preached in 
the following places since the last 
reporting in the ACU NEWS: Aus- 
tin and San Antonio, Texas; Corte 
Madera, Oakland, and_ Sierra 
Madre, California; Billings, Mon- 
tana; New York City; St. Alban’s, 
Long Island; and St. Luke’s, Rich- 
mond, Va. He was Chaplain for 
the Eastern Catholic Sociology 
Conference at Camp DeWolfe, 
Wading River, Long Island, and 
addressed the National Priests’ Con- 
vention at Valley Forge, Pa. “ 





The Rev. J. Hobart Gary, Levittown, N. Y. 

Chairman of the Committee of Arrange- 

ments for the 1955 National Priest's Con- 
vention, 





1955 HONOR ROLL 
“52 IN 55" 


Following are additional pledges for the 
sustained support of the ACU under the 
“52” plan: 


Group Il—Pledges In Excess 
Of $52.00: 


DIOCESE OF CHICAGO: 
. Luke’s Evanston 


DIOCESE OF NEW YORK: 
Church of the Crucifixion 


DIOCESE OF LOUISIANA: 
Grace Church, New Orleans 


Group Il—Pledges Of $1.00 
Weekly: 


DIOCESE OF WASHINGTON: 
St. Stephen and The Incarnation, D.C. 


DIOCESE OF QUINCY: 
Trinity Church, Rock Island 


DIOCESE OF DALLAS: 
Holy Cross, Dallas 


DIOCESE OF PENNSYLVANIA: 
St. Luke’s Germantown 


DIOCESE OF SPRINGFIELD: 
St. Bartholomew’s, Granite City 


DIOCESE OF LONG ISLAND: 
St. Elizabeth’s, Floral Park 


DIOCESE OF MASSACHUSETTS: 
St. Augustine and St. Martin, Boston 


DIOCESE OF SOUTH FLORIDA: 
St. Mark’s, Cocoa 


DIOCESE OF EASTON: 
St. Peter’s, Salisbury 


Group Ill—Pidges in Amount 
Of Less Than $52.00: 


DIOCESE OF DALLAS: 
St. Matthew's Cathedral, Dallas 


DIOCESE OF OREGON: 
Calvary Church, Seaside 
St. Luke’s, Gresham 


DIOCESE OF LONG ISLAND 
St. Paul’s, Patchogue 
Personal pledge, clerical 


DIOCESE OF MASSACHUSETTS: 
Personal pledge—clerical 


DIOCESE OF SOUTHERN VIRGINIA: 
Emmanuel, Franklin 


MISSIONARY DISTRICT OF THE PHILIPPINE 
ISLANDS: 
Personal plecdge—clerical 


DIOCESE OF NORTHERN INDIANA: 
Trinity Church, Logansport 


DIOCESE OF PENNSYLVANIA: 
All Saints’, Rhawnhurst 


DIOCESE OF SALINA: 
St. Mark’s, Medicine Lodge 
All Saints’, Pratt 
Christ Church, Kingman 
Grace Church, Anthony 


DIOCESE OF MONTANA: 
Emmanuel, Miles City 


DIOCESE OF RHODE ISLAND 
Personal plecdge—clerical 


DIOCESE OF MARYLAND: 
Personal pledge—clerical 


DIOCESE OF DELAWARE: 
Personal pledge—clerical 


DIOCESE OF MAINE: 
St. Paul's, Portland 





1956 TEACHING 
MISSION 


The 1955 National Priest’s Con- 
vention, assembled at Valley Forge 
Military Academy in June, ap- 
proved plans for a _ nation-wide 
Teaching Mission on the Faith of 
the Church to be sponsored in the 
Fall of 1956 under ACU auspices. 





The Rev. Frank Damrosch, Doylestown, Pa., 
Priests’ Convention Preacher. 








Church Service Directory ° © 








ATLANTA, GA. 


Our Saviour 

1068 N. Highland Ave., N. E. 

Mass Sun. 7:30, 9:30, 11; Wed. 7; Fri. 10:30; 
Other days, 7:30. Ev. & B Sun, 8 C Sat. 5. 


BOSTON, MASS. 
Church of the Advent 


Mf. Vernon and Brimmer Streets 

Rev. Whitney Hale, S.T.D., Rector 
Sun, HC 8, 9; Solemn Mass, Ser. 11; Cho. 
Ev. 6, Daily Mass 7:30; Thurs, 9:30; HD 
and Fri, 12 noon; Intercessions 12:30; C 
Sat. 12-1, 5-6; Sun. 10:15. 


BRISTOL, R. I. 


Trinity Church 

The Rev. John H. Sinciair, Rector 

SUNDAY MASSES: 8, 9, 10:30. July and 
August, 8, 9:30 

DAILY MASS: 7:30, except Tu & Thu 8 

DAILY MATINS: 7:10 

CONFESSIONS: Sat 4-5 & by appointment 

BENEDICTION Ist Sunday, 7:45 P.M. 


BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


Church of St. Michae! & St. Mark 
230 Adelphi St., 2 blks from Navy Yard 
SUNDAY MASS: 8, 10 (High) 

DAILY: 7 (Mon, Thu, Fri) 9:30 (Wed, Sat) 
HOLIDAYS OF OBLIGATION: 7, 9:39 
CONFESSIONS: Sat 4-5, Sun 9:40-9:55 


Church of the Transfiguration 

Ridgewood and Autumn Aves., Cypress Hills 
SUN.: Low Mass 8 A.M., Sung Mass 10 A.M. 
CONFESSIONS: Saturdays 4-5 and 8-9 P.M. 


CHICAGO, ILL, 


Church of The Ascension 

1133 North LaSalle St. 

The Rev. Albert W. Hillestad 

SUNDAY MASSES: 8, 9, 11 (Sung) 
CHURCH SCHOOL, SUNDAY 10:00 
SUNDAY 7:30 P.M. EVENSONG, SERMON 
& BENEDICTION 

DAILY MASS: 7, Daily Evensong 5:30 P.M. 


Church of Our Saviour 

530 Fullerton Parkway 

The Rev. William R. Wetherell, Rector 

SUNDAYS: Low Mass 8 and 10 A.M. 

WEEKDAYS: Mass 7, except Wed. and Sat. 
8 A.M. 


. CONFESSION: Sat. 4-5 & 8-9 P.M. Sun. 


before Masses. 


DENVER, COLORADO 


St. Mary’s Church 

East Iliff at Clayton 

The Rev. G. A. C. Lehman, Rector 
The Rev. James O. Mote, Asst. Rector 


SUNDAY MASSES: 
7:30 A.M. Low Mass. 
9:30 A.M. Sung Mass and Sermon 
DAILY MASSES: 
7:30 Daily except Wednesday. 
6:45 & 9:00 A.M. Wednesday. 
Vacation Bible School with daily Mass at 
9:00 A.M, from June 13 to July 8th incl. 
Angelus and Evening Prayer daily at 
6:00 P.M. 
Confraternity of The Blessed Sacrament, 
3rd Sunday 6:00 P.M. 
Confessions: 7:45 to 9:15 Saturdays. 


DETROIT, MICH. 


Church of the Incarnation 

10331 Dexter Blvd. 

The Rey, Clark L, Attridge, D.D., Rector 

The Rev. Lester W. Angwin, B. D., Curate 

SUNDAY MASSES: 7:30 and 10:30 

Daily Matins: 6:15, Sunday 7:15 

DAILY MASSES 6:30; additional Mass 
Monday, Wednesday, Saturday and Holy 
Days, 9:00 

EVENSONG and BENEDICTION 
(first Sunday October through June) 8:00 

CONFESSIONS: Saturday, 1:00 to 3:00 and 
7:00 to 8:00 


EVANSTON, ILL. 
St. Luke’s Church 


Lee and Hinman Streets 

The Rev. W. T. St. John Brown, Rector 

SUNDAYS, Mass at 7:30, 9:00 and 11 A.M. 

WEEKDAYS, Mass at 7; also Wed. 6:15, 
and 10 A.M.; also Fri. (Requiem) 7:30 
A..M; also Holy Day 10 A.M. MP, 6:45; 
Holy Hour and Benediction, First Fridays, 
8:15 P.M.; Confessions, Saturdays, 4:30- 
5:30, 7:30-8:30 P.M.; and by appt. 


MANITOU SPRINGS, COL. 


St. Andrew’s Church 
SUNDAY MASSES: 8, 10:00 (Sung) and 12 


noon. 
DAILY MASSES: 7:00 A.M. Mon., Tue., Thee. 
& Fri., 9:30 A.M. Wed. and Sat. 
MORNING PRAYER: Daily 20 minutes before 
Mass. 
EVENING PRAYER: Daily 5:00 P.M. except 
Mon. 
CONFESSION: Sat, 4-5 P.M. and by op 


pointment. 


NEW YORK CITY 


St. Ignatius 

87th St. & West End Avenue 

1 block west of Broadway 

SUNDAY MASS: 8:30, 10:30 Solemn 
DAILY MASS: 7:30. 

MP: 7:15 (Sun, 10:15) EP 6 

Evensong and Benediction: Wed. 8 P.M. 
CONFESSIONS: Sat, 4-5 


St. Mary The Virgin 

46th St. Between 6th & 7th Aves. 

The Rev. Grieg Taber, D.D., Rector 

SUNDAY MASSES 7, 9, 11 (High). 

DAILY: 7, 8, 9:30, 12:10 (Fri.). 

CONFESSIONS: Thurs. 4:30-5:30; Fri, 12-1; 
4:30-5:30, 7-8; Sat, 2-5, 7-9. 


Resurrection 

115 East 74th Street 

Rev. A. A. Chambers, r. 

SUN. MASSES: 8 and 10 A.M. Daily, 7:30 
except Mon, and Sat. 10, C. Sat. 4-5. 


OMAHA, NEBRASKA 


St. Barnabas Church 

129 North 40th Street 

The Rev, James Brice Clark, Rector 
Sunday Masses: 7:30, 10:45 (High) 
Confessions: Sat, 4:30-5, Sun. 7:10 


PROVIDENCE, R. I. 


S. Stephen’s Church 

114 George Street 

on the Brown University Campus 

The Reverend Warren R. Ward, Rector 
Donald L. Davis and Emerson K. Holl, 

Curates 
SUNDAY MASSES: 

8:00, 9:15 (Solemn), 11:00 (Sung) 
DAILY MASS: 7:30 A.M. 
CONFESSIONS: Saturdays, 5:00-6:00 P.M. 
EVENSONG and BENEDICTION 


as announced. 


SOUTH BEND, INDIANA 


Holy Trinity 

Prast Blvd. at N. Olive St. 

SUNDAY MASSES: 8 and 10 A.M. 
CONFESSIONS: Sat. 4-5 & 7-8, and Sun. 


before Masses. 
SHRINE OF ST. THERESE OP LISIEUX, 


St. Paul’s Church, Mishawaka 

616 L.W.E. (U. S. No. 33), Mishawaka 

The Rev. W. B. Dexter, Rector 

SUNDAY MASSES: 8 and 10 A.M. 

CONFESSIONS: Sat. 5:00-5:30 P.M.) aft 
other times by appointment. 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


St. Paul’s Church 
2430 K Street N.W. 
The Rev. James Richards, Rector 


SUNDAY MASSES: 8, 9:30 & 11:15 A.M. 
SUNDAY SOLEMN EVENSONG & BENE- 
DICTION 8 P.M. 

DAILY MASS: 7 A.M, Mon. through Fri. 
Thurs. and Sat. 12 noon. 

CONFESSIONS: Sat. 5-6 P.M. 








Fr. Campbell Gray, Convention Chaplain 
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EDITORIAL NOTE 
The Seabury Series 
We take pleasure in presenting 
in this issue, articles on the Sea- 
bury Series, from the point of view 
of a parish priest, the teacher, and 
the parent. 











A PARISH PRIEST 
(Continued from Page 1, Col. 2) 
a part of our Episcopal Church as 
the largest Parish filled almost com- 
pletely with college graduates; and 
they deserve assistance from our 
National Department in facing the 
problem of Christian Education just 
as much as the Churches with great- 
er resources. 

Needless to say, all of us are 
profoundly impressed with the 
earnestness and comprehensiveness 
with which the Department of 
Christian Education is approaching 
its task. The effort to produce 
groups of Church members deeply 
concerned with the things of the 
Spirit, and both dedicated and in- 
structed teachers and parents, com- 
mands our instant admiration as 
does the study they have given to 
the mind of the pupils of different 
age levels in order to make mate- 
rials suitable for each grade. No 
effort has been spared to make the 
Seabury Scries everything that the 
Department of Christian Education 
believes Church School _ study 
courses should be. As a secular re- 
viewer has said: “The result is a 
plan that has the children taped 
and measured in the last socio- 
psychological terms from “group 
hostility” to “rejection”. There is 
no doubt in my mind that the De- 
partment believes this to be the way 
to approach the problem of Chris- 
tian Education even though it 
would be impossible to follow the 
suggestions, even in secular educa- 
tion, to any degree. 

I am sure that most of us would 
agree that the primary necessity for 
Church School courses authorized 
by General Convention is that their 
teaching should conform to the 
Book of Common Prayer, and the 
Holy Scriptures as the Scriptures 
are interpreted in the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer. This, of course, in- 
volves more than our Episcopal 
Church. Really it is involving us 
in the whole Anglican Communion 
which is devoted to the Book of 
Common Prayer as the standard of 
the belief and practice of the 
Church. 


PURPOSE 


The stated purpose of the Sea- 
bury Series is two-fold, namely: “to 
lead the pupils to have along with 
their teacher, first-hand experience 
of the redeeming love of God and 
the fellowship of the Church” and 
“to find in the recorded experiences 
of others an interpretation of what 
is happening to them”. Guided 
thinking and suggestions by means 
of which the teacher is intended to 
accomplish the experiential aims of 
the first purpose are presented in 
the teachers’ and parents’ manuals. 
The “recorded experience of others” 
referred to under the second pur- 
pose would appear to be contained 
in “resource materials”; in the 
pupil’s books, the Bible, the Book 
of Common Prayer, the Church’s 
Teaching Series. I shall not en- 
deavor to evaluate the Church’s 
Teaching Series but after careful 
experimentation in my Parish with 
these books, I think that they are 
much too advanced for the persons 
available to use them; and secondly, 
they do not always conform to the 
teaching of the Book of Common 
Prayer and the Holy Scriptures. I 
mention the “Faith of the Church” 
as being quite unsure about the 
meaning of the Virgin Birth of our 
Lord, and His Bodily Resurrection 
from the dead. In my Parish I 


should not want to have anyone 
be vague about what seems to me 


the Book of Common Prayer is 
quite positive about and which cer- 
tainly has been, through the ages, 
an integral and essential part of the 
Christian Faith on which, of course, 
other basic and necessary truths 
depend. 


BASIC ASSUMPTIONS 


The Seabury Series is difficult to 
review because it does not pretend 
to be complete in itself but depends 
on resource material quite diffuse. 
However, certain fundamental ideas 
appear to underlie the text-books 
themselves entirely apart from other 
materials. Chief among these are 
the ideas contained in “Man’s Need 
and God’s Action” by the Rev. 
Reuel L. Howe and in the philoso- 
phy of Martin Buber in the book 
“I—Thou.” The revelance of these 
books to the theology of the Book 
of Common Prayer is tenuous, if 
not altogether lacking; and yet these 
books are claimed to be of pro- 
found importance to an understand- 
ing of the thought of the Depart- 
ment of Christian Education as 
expressed in these publications. 

The underlving idea of the 
course lies in the assumption care- 
fully stated as “basic”, that man’s 
wants are its focus of interest. 


In view of this centrality of man, 
and therefore of the child, the pupil 
exposed to this teaching inevitably 
embarks on a subjective religious 
life. Over and over again it is the 
child and his problems that are 
central. He is encouraged to think 
about himself, talk about himself, 
to project himself into the limelight. 
Surely the Church helps us to solve 
our problems by putting God first 
and by keeping God in the lime- 
light. So far I find a sense of this 
is almost completely lacking in 
what I have read. God’s commands, 
man’s duty-all fade out before 
man’s needs and God’s goodness in 
responding to man. 

The assumption is that: (1) Man 
needs God and is separated from 
Him by his own self-centeredness, 
(2) Man, having been redeemed 
by Christ, is restored to fellowship 
when he accepts this redemption 
and participates in worship. The 
purpose of worship appears to be 
the restoration to fellowship. While 
it is impossible to commend ade- 
quately the emphasis of the courses 
on worship and attendance at a 
weekly family service, it would seem 
to me that the definition of its pur- 
pose is to put the “cart before the 
horse”. The purpose of the worship 
of the Church is not primarily 
restoration to the fellowship one 
with another, but it is to worship 
God with one’s whole mind, and 
strength, and soul; and by means 
of worship to offer ourselves to 
Him that He may make us more 
one with Himself. Only insofar as 
this actually happens does there 
come true fellowship of the re- 
deemed. The phrase, “this redeem- 
ing fellowship” which occurs and 
recurs, and seems to be used many 
many more times than the name of 
the Redeemer, is indicative of one 
of the things that make me so un- 
easy. A fellowship can never re- 
deem unless it be fellowship with 
the Redeemer. 


Pursuing further the underlying 
idea which describes the Church as 
the “Redemptive Fellowship”, I 
note that it would seem that some- 
thing other than the “Fellowship 
of the Redeemed” is meant. Ap- 
parently what is meant is that we 
ourselves are “redeemers” of our 
neighbors which idea certainly is 
not the teaching of the gospel of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
“Our job”, we are told, “is to help 
those whom we encounter to have 
a redemptive experience by meeting 
them wherever they are. Through 
this meeting we bring the good 
news alive for them. Two things 
are essential—that we understand 
our redemptive task (italics added), 
and that we understand experience, 
our experiences as well as that of 
others.” (Parents’ Manual, pages 


88 and 89) This teaching is also 
stated above as the first half of 
the two-fold purpose of the Seabury 
Series, namely, “to lead the pupils 
with their teacher, to have a first- 
hand experience of the redeeming 
love of God in the fellowship in 
the Church.” No one could take 
exception to that statement but the 
way in which it is to be done some- 
what leaves God out of the picture 
because it is through the “accept- 
ance” of the unattractive child, the 
DP for example, or in common 
parlance, the “naughty” or “dis- 
agreeable” child, that we are to 
have the experience of the love of 
God. As a matter of fact, of course, 
the Gospel seems to show that our 
Lord himself did not like all of the 
people of His day but He loved 
them without exception. It is only 
by being redeemed by Christ and 
filled with His love that we ulti- 
mately find it possible to fellowship 
with the unattractive child and 
others described. 


Another influence underlying all 
the phases of the Seabury Series 
which needs comment is the domi- 
nance of the individual child’s or 
adult’s ideas in class-room sessions 
in teacher training groups, and in 
parents’ groups, based on the tech- 
niques of Group Dynamics. These 
techniques, in one form or another, 
bring out the individual’s thought 
with the aim that such expression 
under adequate leadership, will tend 
to the unaerstanding of truth. 
Whether there is this divine al- 
chemy in group dynamic tech- 
niques, time alone will tell. In an 
article in “Theology Today”, Janu- 
ary 1954, it is distinctly hinted that 
there is a close relationship between 
group dynamics and the outpour- 
ings of the Holy Spirit in the New 
Testament communities. I believe 
that this is very doubtful and I cer- 
tainly think that God has not been 
very good to His Church to keep 
it in ignorance all these years of 
the way in which to induce the 
coming of the Holy Spirit, if such 
be the case. I believe, too, that the 
use of this particular technique in 
the average church school is made 
extremely difficult by the limited 
time that is available for class 
sessions. I have had considerable 
experience with this particular tech- 
nique, and for it to be of any value 
at all, much time is required. Any 
thing that puts pressure on this 
technique results in very superficial 
conclusions. 


Of course in appraising these 
new techniques, we should not lose 
sight of the possibility that they are 
being regarded as a new or revived 
avenue for the work of the Holy 
Spirit, a possibility which may ac- 
count for the depreciation of the 
work of Holy Spirit through the 
Orders of the Church, which cer- 
tainly is evident in the new curricu- 
lum. 

Other teachings of importance 
find particular expression in the 
pupils’ book for the Seventh Grade. 
This book gives one hundred of 
“Our Church words, which come 
partly from the Bible and partly 
from Christian Church life”. It is 
to be used as a dictionary and is 
limited “in cases where a word has 
several meanings, only to those 
which are the most important or 
the most usual, or the most likely 
to stand for something you have 
met in your life”. The pupil is di- 
rected to find “the other meanings” 
by consulting the index to the 
Church’s Teaching Series at the 
end of the book. Thus the preface 
relegates profound teachings of the 
Anglican Faith to a mere list of 
references, which few, if any, sev- 
enth graders will look up, and 
leaves the child imbued with the 
inadequate or false definitions 
culled from its reader. Certainly 
we have to bring to the attention 
of pupils many profound truths 
which probably will not stand for 
something that “they have met in 
their own lives.” Indeed if we can- 
not draw them out of that which 
is in their own lives, we will not 
get them far toward the apprehen- 
sion of the being of God and un- 
derstanding of His great love. 


The definitions concerning Holy 
Orders and the Church deserve 
careful examination. After defin- 
ing a Bishop as “a chief pastor in 


the Church” the student is referred 
to the Book of Common Prayer, 
pages 294, 530 to 559. Assuming 
that the child really takes the 
trouble to look this reference up at 
all, it is to be noted there is no 
reference to the Preface on page 
529, in which there is contained, 
actually, the teaching of the Church 
with regard to Holy Orders. The 
Services that follow, to which refer- 
ence is made, merely carry out the 
teaching of the Preface. I person- 
ally think that if anything is to be 
omitted it would be the Services 
themselves rather than the Preface. 


The definition of a Bishop, quot- 
ed in part above, contains no refer- 
ence to the Apostles, and the defi- 
nition of an Apostle contains no 
reference to Bishops, nor is the 
commission to remit sins referred 
to either here nor under the head- 
ings of Absolution, or Confirma- 
tion. Under Confirmation, however, 
we do find on page 34 the follow- 
ing appeal to the imagination: “If 
he, [the confirmed] has a good 
imagination, he can see sixty 
bishops, one behind another, each 
with his hands on the head of the 
man in front of him. The apostles 

. are the beginning of this line. 
The end of the line is his own 
bishop. Here is the long life of the 
Church of which he is a part”. 
Further statements do not tend to 
promote the dignity of the office 
of the Bishop. For examr'sc, page 
126 we read “a bishop 1s “rst a 
priest and of course, he loses none 
of his privileges as a priest when 
he is elected bishop.” Actually, of 
course, the Church does not teach 
the office of a Priest consists in 
privileges nor does an election 
make a Priest a Bishop. He is 
given character, responsibility, and 
duty. 

The office of a Priest, it seems 
to me, is understated if not dispar- 
aged. While statements that “only 
a bishop or a priest can perform” 
the acts “of Holy Communion, Ab- 
solution and the Blessing”, or can 
be Rector of a Parish, are true, and 
give Holy Orders some distinction, 
we find under the heading of 
Liturgy the term “leader” is used 
when one would expect the term 
Priest as in the Book of Common 
Prayer. The word “leader” does 
not occur in the Book of Common 
Prayer but the words “Priest” and 
“Minister” do, with a very great 
distinction between the work of the 
Minister and the Priest throughout 
the rubrical directions. In the defini- 
tion of “Liturgy” we find the 
“Minister” is spoken of as one 
“who leads the service,” and “one 
purpose of a fixed service is to 
make it possible for everyone to 
take part intelligently without de- 
pending on instructions from the 
leader”’. 


It seems to me that if we are 
really to present to the child what 
the Church teaches, we will first of 
all explain the terms Bishop, Priest, 
and Deacon, and not substitute the 
word “leader” because we think 
they can understand the word 
“leader” better. According to this 
teaching the vocation of the Priest- 
hood seems to be a “leadership” job 
with certain specific rights and priv- 
ileges which, so far as I can see, is 
quite strange to the concept of the 
Book of Common Prayer. It is, 
however, a leadership job that is 
limited even in its leadership as 
witness the following statement: 
“Any boy who grows up to be a 
clergyman is a layman first. The 
Church depends on its laymen for 
the quality of its life and for its 
leadership.” (italics added) 


Some other comments on the lay- 
men are of interest. “The layman 
has his own ministry. He is a wit- 
ness for Christ, just as much as a 
clergyman is.” Now while that is 
true, yet coupled with the rest of 
the teachings, this seems to mean 
that a Priest is a layman with extra 
privileges. In the Parents’ Manual 
the office of Rector is depreciated. 
He is described as “usually indis- 
pensible” in “helping the class get 
underway” but “is needed if ques- 
tions come up which require an 
informed answer in his _ special 
field.” Certainly this would seem 
to be contrary to the commission 
of the Ordination Service in which 
he has been made responsible for 


the teaching of the Church, the 
preaching of the Gospel, and the 
administration of the Sacraments. 
This is an example of the many 
times’ in which this particular 
course seems to be so anxious to 
compromise for the sake of the 
varied opinions in the Church 
rather than to set forth what the 
Book of Common Prayer specifi- 
cally and dogmatically teaches. 


THE CHURCH 


The definitions of the Church 
are many. The first describes it as 
“the Body of which Jesus Christ is 
the head, and all baptized people 
are the members.” and of course 
that is Prayer Book. Then the 
phrase “You go to Church” is used, 
and the building is discussed. Then 
we are told “The Church is the 
people who are its members. It is 
a congregation. When it is truly a 
‘congregation of Christ’s flock’ you 
feel at home with your minister, 
with the boys and girls in your 
Church School, and with grown- 
ups in the congregation. But you 
also know that the fellowship of 
Church people spreads over the 
whole world. This larger Church is 
what the Prayer Book. describes: 
the Body of which Jesus Christ is 
the Head and all baptized people 
are the members. The Church is 
the whole family of Christian peo- 
ple in the world, at all times, in 
the past, present and future.” Other 
definitions of “Church” are “as- 
sembly” or “fellowship” or “orgeni- 
zation of people”. “After Jc vs 


Christ had risen from the dead 
sent His Holy Spirit to strengthen 
His followers au:} bind them to- 


gether. This fellowship became, 
what we now call, the Christian 
Church”. Its members “believed 
that Jesus was the Christ”. “They 
had been baptized into fellowship 
with Him and had received forgive- 
ness of sins. They had received 
the Holy Spirit . . . The Christian 
Church . . . came into existence 
when God’s Holy Spirit came upon 
and entered into the followers of 
Jesus and brought them together in 
love, worship, and the service of 
Christ, their Lord.” 

The Catechism definition of the 
Church is given thus “one, holy, 
Catholic, and apostolic”, (thus, 
with only one of the four words 
capitalized!), but unfortunately, 
while the Catechism definition of 
the word “Catholic” is given on 
page 21, we find three other defini- 
tions are included. The first “refers 
to the ancient undivided Christian 
Church.” It is used to “describe 
those Churches which consider 
themselves to be a part of the un- 
divided Church, descended from it 
in an unbroken line—as a person 
might say he is descended from 
someone who came to America on 
the Mayflower. Such Churches also 
declare that they teach the same 
truths that our Lord taught . 
about God, about Himself, about 
the Holy Spirit, and the Church.” 
The second definition refers to “all 
people who look to Jesus Christ as 
their Lord, and call themselves 
Christians. This is the Church uni- 
versal”. (Prayer Book references 
pp. 18, 291.) “. . . Catholic does 
not mean perfect. Filled as it is 
with sinners, the Church is far 
from perfect, but God, The Holy 
Spirit could make it perfect if we 
would let him.” 

The third definition says “the 
Roman Catholic Church whose 
earthly head is the Bishop of Rome, 
called the Pope, teaches that only 
members of that one branch of the 
Church are really Catholics.” . . . 
“These are just a few examples of 
how Christians differ as to what 
Catholic means. It is indeed a 
puzzling matter, for not only does 
each separate group of Christians 
name itself, telling the world wheth- 
er it is Catholic or not, but each 
group tells the world what it thinks 
the other groups are. * However, 
everybody agrees that the word 
“Catholic” has to do with wholeness 
and truth. The whole truth about 
the Christian religion is what each 
Church would honestly like to 
teach. All Christian Churches real- 
ly try to find out what Jesus Christ 
taught, what He stood for, and 
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what He wants his followers to be- 
lieve and do today. Clues to all 
these questions are found with the 
help of the Bible, the history of the 
- Church, and the work of scholars 
under the influence of the Holy 
Spirit. The true Church, which 
faithfully expresses the mind of 
Christ, is not something you or I 
“thought up”. Instead, it is given 
by God, made by Him, kept going 
by Him. Reverently we try to find 
out what He wants His Church to 
become. In our creeds we call it 
the Catholic Church because it 
points to wholeness and truth”. 

This is a very remarkable feat of 
definition, and certainly one that 
is quite novel. It contains really no 
concrete reference to what the Book 
of Common Prayer has ever held, 
nor does it even go so far as to be 
concerned with the points of the 
Quadrilateral which would seem to 
us to be at least basic, and should 
also be without offense to anyone 
who understands _ the Church 
enough to want to belong to it. I 
do not mean of course that the 
Quadrilateral needs to be called 
that in a course, but the points at 
least could be used as inherent in 
what the Prayer Book teaches, as 
emphasizing what makes _ the 
Church a part of the Apostolic 
Church founded by our Lord 
through His Apostles. 


THE INCARNATION 


The Incarnation is taught in the 
fourth and seventh grade pupils’ 
books specifically. In neither is the 
Virgin Birth even alluded to. In 
the fourth grade book, on page 178, 
the Annunciation is described as 
follows: 

“One day . . . God sent the angel 
Gabriel to a young maiden. She 
was engaged to be married to Jos- 
eph....” Luke 1:30 quoted. “She 
was told she would have a son and 
that his name would be Jesus.” 
Then St. Luke 1:32 and 38 is 
quoted. “Later, when Mary was 
married to Joseph, a son was born 
to her in Bethlehem. God had kept 
His promise. He had sent the Mes- 
siah. He had seni His Son to save 
His chosen people.” Like the book 
in the Teaching Series this avoids 
committment to what the Prayer 
Book teaches, THE VIRGIN 
BIRTH OF CHRIST. As a matter 
of fact, if it were not carefully ex- 
plained after what we find in this 
manual, the conclusion very defi- 
nitely would be that Jesus was the 
Son of Joseph, born to him and 
Mary after their marriage, although 
possibly conceived out of wedlock, 
and that He was the Messiah. 

We note that in the seventh grade 
pupils’ book, where Feasts of the 
Church are listed, page 29, the An- 
nunciation and Christmas are omit- 
ted. One wonders whether this is 
intentional or inadvertent. 

It is also somewhat puzzling to 
find in the teachers’ manual for the 
fourth grade most detailed instruc- 
tions as to what to teach about a 
snail. Five hundred carefully se- 
lected words are given, in quotes, 
describing the snail's single foot, its 
eyes, its “house”, and its other pe- 
culiarities. But no paragraph in 
quotes nor detailed helps are given 
to assist the teacher in expressing 
the wonder of the Incarnation. 
Turning to the pupils’ book (No. 
2) for the same grade, thinking 
that it may help the child with the 
deeper significance of Christmas, 
one finds the thought of Christmas 
centered on a game in which the 
fatnily give reasons why “Christmas 
is Special.” These are summed up 
by the father thus: 

“I’m last,” said Daddy. “The 
birth of Jesus, presents, reading to- 
gether, having fun, going to 
Church together, closeness, loving- 
ness. I guess we all like Christmas. 
Christmas says that God loves us. 
He sent Jesus to show how much 
He loves us. We say ‘thank you’ 
for His love by loving one another. 
Hmmm—We got kind of serious 
with our game, didn’t we?’ ‘It was 
a good game. I am proud of our 
family,’ said Mother.” 

For forty years I have been 
teaching the Incarnation to little 
children, as well as older ones, and 
it has never been necessary to resort 


to evasion in order to bring home 
to even the littlest child the mean- 
ing of God giving His only Son for 
the redemption of the world and 
because God loves us. If, of course, 
one cannot be committed to the 
miracle of the Virgin Birth, it is 
easy to understand why this evasive 
kind of teaching is found in this 
particular series but, of course, if 
the redemptive fellowship is the 
major thing and the Redeemer sec- 
ondary, this also may be an ex- 
planation. 

Before concluding this review, 
which of course is utterly inade- 
quate because of lack of space, I 
ought to say that I have submitted 
all of the material that has come 
to hand to educational experts in 
my Parish who also have very real 
concern for the teaching of children 
in religion and who themselves 
might be called “a concerned 
group”, although they did not ar- 
rive at this point by a Group Dy- 
namics technique. It is their unani- 
mous opinion that the course is 
couched in terms of passing value 
so far as educational methods are 
concerned, and also that most of 
the teachers in the schools, public 
or private, that they know would 
never come to apprehend very 
much about these supposed tech- 
niques. 


“THE NECESSARY CONDITIONS” 


While I think that the so-called 
“necessary conditions” that are set 
forth by the Department, and which 
more recently have been called 
“recommendations” and “steps” to 
be observed by Parishes planning 
to use the courses, are of great 
value, I am sure that a National 
Department of Christian Education, 
which is supported by the whole 
Church, ought to produce a course 
that can be used under all condi- 
tions and in all Churches, even 
though it might be used to better 
effect, in their opinion, if certain 
requirements were followed. 

The Church never would have 
functioned as long as it has func- 
tioned unless there had always been 
in the Parishes a “concerned core”. 
As I said above this ‘concerned 
core” did not become such by a 
“group dynamics technique”. It 
has come from those people who 
have come to know and love our 
Lord by the means provided by the 
Church from ancient times. They 
are those who make their com- 
munions after due preparation, who 
worship God faithfully in accord- 
ance with a rule; who are ready to 
serve our Lord in His Church 
wherever they are capable of doing 
so. If the use of this curriculum 
is going to be dependent upon the 
existence of Parish Life Confer- 
ences and repeated emotional ex- 
periences, it is not going to be use- 
ful to, I would say, the majority 
ot the congregations in the Church. 

The second requirement of 
course is Parents’ Classes and cer- 
tainly these are desirable wherever 
they can be carried on, and they 
should be, wherever possibles I 
maintain, however, that it is doubt- 
ful that this requirement will be 
met to any degree in most of our 
Parishes. According to the report of 
one of those who helped to frame 
the curriculum, in various Parishes 
where courses were being tried out 
and special efforts were made to 
develop the fnterest of parents, only 
40% responded. There is a grave 
danger that children whose parents 
are not enrolled in classes may feel 
inferior to those who are, if such a 
point is made of them. There are 
many other things that cause me 
some uneasiness about this matter as 
a “necessary condition.” Through- 
out the life of The Church, teach- 
ers’ training has been carried on 
and ought to continue to be carried 
on and I am very certain that if 
this curriculum is used, it must be 
carried on in a most intensive fash- 
ion, and especially by someone who 
believes in the methods recom- 
mended, and that may be exceed- 
ingly difficult even among trained 
educators in one’s Parish. 


FAMILY SERVICE 


I have already commented on the 
Family Service and I think this is 


one of the most valuable of the 
suggestions and has long been in 
use in many Parishes where it was 
not called the “Family Service”, but 
was simply a celebration of the 
Holy Eucharist at which the family 
makes its communion, and includes 
an instruction for young and old 
alike. The point I make, however, 
is that to spend thousands upon 
thousands of dollars in the produc- 
tion of a course of study, and years 
upon years of careful preparation, 
and then to produce a course of 
study which really is not useful, 
unless certain “conditions” are met, 
would seem to me to be an unfair 
use of the money and time con- 
tributed by all the people of the 
Church. 


SUMMARY 


In the five fields of doctrine, re- 
lation of God and man, the Re- 
deeming Fellowship, The Church, 
Holy Orders and the Incarnation, 
the teaching or emphasis is seldom 
that of the Book of Common 
Prayer, and the efforts to depreci- 
ate Anglican emphasis in favor of 
a general broad Protestantism is 
more than noticeable. In the sev- 
enth grade pupils’ book even the 
Feast of Pentecost has to be mini- 
mized by stating on page 122 that 
Acts IV, Verse 31, “sounds just 
like another Pentecost.” And it is 
stated that in Acts X, verses 44-46, 
“The same kind of worship took 
place.” The emphasis of the first- 
grade reader is even more notice- 
able. Here Tish cuts a cookie and 
wants it to be a live duckling say- 
ing “God should make it alive.” 


Mother replies, “God is very won- 
derful. - But Goa es not 
change one thing into «:. kind 
of thing... . A Chair stays a chair, 
a stove stays a stove. A cookie 
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stays a cookie until you eat it. 

Thus at the early age of six years 
is the Sacramental principle of the 
Church undermined with a few 
well-chosen words, neatly condi- 
tion the child to a non-sacramental 
denominationalism. Why is this? 
Are these books designed for de- 
nominational use? This is a ques- 
tion that .confronts one inevitably 
as one reads page after page filled 
with these broad Protestant impli- 
cations. Dr. Randolph Crump Mil- 
ler, in a One sentence paragraph in 
his article in The Churchman (May 
15th) states: “Parishes outside the 
Episcopal Church are going to use 
these materials.” I would certainly 
agree with him. There is nothing 
here that smacks sufficiently of the 
Prayer Book, or of the Apostolic 
Ministry and Sacraments to offend 
anyone. 

You see, my problem as I look 
at this is, what was the Department 
of Christian Education commis- 
sioned to produce? I voted for all 
this in the General Convention, and 
I thought that I was voting to com- 
mission it to produce a course of 
study for children and adults that 
would preserve in their minds and 
hearts the unique possessions of 
the Church given to it by our Lord 
Himself, and which it has to con- 
tribute to the whole great Church 
that some day must be. So far as 
I have been able to read there 
seems to be a definite effort to get 
away from the positive statements 
of the Book of Common Prayer, 
and to “interpret” these principles 
so that they really do not mean 
what they have always meant. Now, 
of course, this is a very general 
statement and it is not true of all 
that has been produced, but it is 
my reason for uneasiness, and my 
reason for venturing to set forth 
these matters that are very much 
on my conscience. { am disappoint- 
ed, for I had hoped that my Church 
would give me the assistance to do 
what it commissioned me to do 
when the Bishop ordained me as a 
Priest after I had knelt at the Altar 
and had given my solemn oath to 
teach nothing contrary to the Holy 
Scriptures and the truth “as this 
Church had received the same,” 
and also my loyal oath to be faith- 
ful to the Book of Common Prayer. 


A PARENT LOOKS AT 
THE PARENTS’ MANUAL 


By DOROTHEA C. WILLIAMS 
(MRs. RODERICK O. WILLIAMS) 


A parent, examining “Families In 
The Church,” the manual of the 
Seabury Series intended for the use 
of parents and God-parents, will be 
flattered by its optimism. It assumes 
that parents and God-parents will 
cooperate with the requisite that they 
attend a weekly study group. In 
some families this may be possible, 
in others the baby-sitting problem, 
transportation, and home duties 
militate against it. 

The discussion group is certainly 
a more interesting and stimulating 
form of activity than the conven- 
tional lesson or lecture period. The 
subject matter of these study groups 
is to be the “basic Problems of Hu- 
man Life in the Light of the Chris- 
tian Religion.” Four questions are 
posed to guide the discussion. The 
Holy Bible, the Book of Common 
Prayer, the Hymnal 1940, and the 
six volumes of The Church’s Teach- 
ing Series are the basic resources 
for study and Reuel Howe’s, Man’s 
Need and God’s Action, is only 
second to them. 


This seems a formidable supply 
of books from which to find out 
what is man’s basic need and to learn 
about the Christian Religion. With 
so much to read, how can we be 
sure that we won’t come up with 
a conglomeration of our own in- 
dividual emphases for which we will 
find supporting clauses here and 


there, but miss out on the whole- 
ness of the teaching of the Catho- 
lic faith? 

If we must have a study course, 
why is it not the duty and privilege 
of the rector to help us know and 
understand the faith? The manual, 
however, relegates the rector to a 
peculiar limbo. He is not a part of 
the group. He is, however, “usually 
indispensable in getting the class 
started” or he may be needed to 
answer questions, involving specific 
knowledge, “briefly and to the 
point.” I, for one, have no desire 
to spend precious hours hearing 
people as uninformed as I, tell what 
they think man’s basic need is, and 
what the Christian religion con- 
sists of. 

(Continued on Page 8, Col. 1) 





RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
MATERIALS 


“THE EDUCATION OF SOULS” by 
Reginald Lumb, A new approach to 
Religious Education, Excellent teacher 
training manual. paper 158 pp. $1.80 
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“COME AND WORSHIP” A book on 
The Communion Service (for children). 
Illustrated in striking drawings and in 
3 colors, This booklet comes with the 
Gloria either after the Kyrie or after 
the Communion § Thanksgiving. 4x6, 
38pp. Heavy paper. 40c per copy. 
Quantity price available, Excellent for 
the instruction of children at the Euch- 
arist and for gifts. 


Order From: 
The American Church Union 
347 Madison Ave., New York 17, N. Y. 











in Christ. 


Course N, God Loves Me 
Teacher’s Guide 
Handwork Sheets 


Course A, Our Heavenly Father 
Teacher’s Guide 


Course 1, We Trust God 
Teacher’s Guide 


Course 2, Jesus, Our Friend 
Teacher’s Guide ... 
Child’s Story Book ..... 


Teacher’s Guide . 
Pupil’s Work Book 


Set Large Pictures 


Teacher’s Guide 
Pupil’s Reader ............ 
Worksheets : 


Course 7, The Prince of Life 
Teacher’s Guide 
Pupil’s Reader 
Worksheets 


Chicago 
29 E. Madison Street 





SEPISCOPAL CHURCH 4 


3| Fellowship SERIES 





We are pleased to announce that 
seven courses are now available in the 
Episcopal Church Fellowship Series 


The philosophy underlying the “Episcopal Church Fellowship 
Series” is that Christian education is a process of character growth 
To be complete, this should be nurtured within the 
fellowship of the Church. Thus the Church is the environment 
within which the curriculum is set, and the pupils are taught to 
make use of the Church’s tools for Christian living—the Bible, 
the Sacraments, the Prayer Book and Hymnal, the Apostolic Min- 
istry—and the fellowship with other Christians bound together and 
committed to Christ through Baptism. 


Pre-School 


Kindergarten 


Child’s Story Book ................... 
“Something to Take Home” Packet . 


Primary 


Child’s Story Book ................... 
“Something to Take Home” Packet .... 


Handwork Sheets .....................5 
“Something to Take Home” Packet ...............0........ 


Junior 


Course 5, Living the Christian Year 


“Something to Take Home” Packet 


Course 6, Preparing for Confirmation 


Junior High 


At Your Dealer or 


MOREHOUSE-GORHAM CO. 


New York 
14 E. 41st Street 


San Francisco 
261 Golden Gate Avenue 
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A PARENT 


(Continued from page 7, Col. 5) 


The best recommendation in this 
manual is relegated to the appendix, 
though it is referred to in the fore- 
word. It is the recommendation that 
there be a family service every Sun- 
day. This is splendid and the ideal 
of whole families worshipping to- 
gether, making their communions, 
and receiving instruction, is one 
ever to be kept before us and novel 
in the Church generally speaking. 
This teaches the child that his first 
duty is to God, and that it is his 
parents’ duty also and he partici- 
pates in a world-wide activity. Here, 
although relegated to the appendix, 
the Seabury Series sets forth an 
ideal we should all applaud and 
conform to, but the discussion 
group recommendations seem to 
this parent of dubious value. 


A TEACHER LOOKS AT 
THE SEABURY SERIES 


By Lots ROBINSON 


As an educator, both in class- 
room teaching and administrative 
fields, I find it somewhat difficult 
to evaluate this series dispassion- 
ately. Perhaps I have spent too 
many years in these fields and have 
seen “fashions” in psychology and 
pedagogy come and go, swinging 
the wide arc of the pendulum and 
only too infrequently coming to 
rest in a middle ground. While this 
serics has undoubtedly corrected 
some of the grave inadequacies of 
some of the older lessons, it seems 
to me that in doing so they have 
swung too far in the new direction 
—way over into psychological and 
pedagogical areas from which se- 
cular education has already started 
well on its retreat. 

Let us start with the material put 
into the hands of the pupils in their 
readers and, in the case of Grade 
VII, the resource book. “Mike and 
Tish,” for Grade I, falls into three 
parts, or books. Let us turn to 
them. 

1. The TYPE is good. The SIZE 
of the book is also good. Both are 
well-related to the needs of that 
age child. 

2. To me the ILLUSTRATIONS 
are, in the main, just too bad! 
Modern art is one thing; cartoon 
art is quite another! Granted that 
children have become accustomed 
to the Steig-like faces and figures 
that adorn the pages of Tish and 
Mike. Granted, too, that some, 
perhaps many, of our children have 
become conditioned to them, and 
like them. Is that reason enough 
for giving them more of the same 
and in one place where we can, if 
we wish, give them something bet- 
ter? Not necessarily sentimental 
prettiness. But pictures that have 
an inherent dignity and beauty. 
Children’s taste is often quite sen- 
sitive to beauty. Why not give them 
more, not less, of it. They will get 
plenty, if not too much, of this 
other outside the Church. 


CONTENT 


3. Here I feel that the series has 
fallen short of its own possibilities. 
The content is meager and surely 
uninspiring. Church-centered? Per- 
haps—even a qualified “Yes,” 
might be given. But WHICH or 
WHAT Church? An experienced 
and able director of religious edu- 
cation, finishing the three little 
books, was heard to remark, “Why 
even a Moslem Sunday School, if 
there is such, could use these 
books.” Certainly no outsider, pick- 
ing any one of the three up, sup- 
posing the title pages to be missing, 
would tumble at once to the idea 
that these were Christian education 
material. They mention God— 
sometimes—and our Lord—occa- 
sionally, but so do lots of other 
books. Here we come up against 
a matter of emphasis. And don't 
think that even little children aren’t 
aware of this, even though subcon- 
sciously. So let us look more close- 
ly at this matter of EMPHASIS. 


EMPHASIS 


4. In Book III, the name of God 
first appears on page 29 in a book 
totalling 32 pages. In “Christmas 
is Special,” the name of our Lord 
first crops up on page 22, out of 
32 (Anyone remember the plea 
to put “Christ back in Christmas?’’) 
Granted that the teacher will intro- 
duce these names, perhaps earlier 
and often, and emphasize them, the 
fact remains that in the little books 
that go home to be read and reread, 
the principle of emphasis by posi- 
tion and reiteration is ignored. 

And there is also the little matter 
of PICTORIAL emphasis. Again 
let us refer to “Christmas is Spe- 
cial.” On the cover there is ONE 
Christian symbol—the star, (for the 
Christmas tree is acceptable today 
in the homes of the Reformed Jew- 
ish congregations). Pictures of 
toys, of worried parents, of ways 
to help the financial situation (all 
good in themselves), of gifts, ARE 
IN bright and VIVID COLORS. 
The Christmas Creche, the manger 
scene, is in black and white and is, 
thereby, DE-emphasized. True, 
three pages from the end appears 
a double spread of the family in 
church. The Cross is there. But 
Tish and Mike are busily engaged 
in staring at each other across the 
aisle, and certainly display no 
slightest interest in the proceedings 
which must be some Christmas 
service since red-bowed wreaths ap- 
pear on the church walls! Now real- 
ly—emphasis? On what? WHAT 
are we teaching? 

Try, in Books I and II, counting 
the words that DEFINITELY tie 
these stories to God the Creator 
and Christ and lover of little chil- 
dren, and make a simple arithmeti- 
cal proportion and see where the 
emphasis lies. 

To go to Grade IV. 

1. The pupils’ material here is 
much, much better. “God’s Fam- 
ily” is good to look at, good to 
hold. The type is clear. The illus- 
trations usually superior, particular- 
ly those in “God’s Mighty Acts.” 
These drawings are modern, often 
symbolical with a real challenge to 
the imagination of the child. 

2. The CONTENT, too, is much 
better than that of the books for 
Grade I. “God’s Mighty Acts” is 
well adapted to the psychological 
and mental level of fourth graders. 
A drama from first to last, simply 
and directly told, it makes and con- 
sistently keeps God as the chief 
actor. It will help to make the boys 
and girls literate in the rich field 
of biblical literature. 

Jeremy Brown’s story is an ad- 
venture story, well adapted to the 
interests and capabilities of the 
young reader. 

3. In the matter of EMPHASIS, 
little, if any, fault can be found. 

When we come to Grade VII, we 
have in our hands a different sort 
of book. It is quite definitely a 
RESOURCE book to be used by 
the child as he finds need for it. 

1. IN CONTENT it fills a defi- 
nite need. It is a sort of dictionary 
of the language of our faith as used 
in the Church. But many teachers 
feel that it is better suited to Grades 
VIII and IX than to Grade VII. As 
a resource book, it can become a 
guide for the years to come, it is 
true. But since it is written for the 
thirteen-year old (and there are 
often twelve-year olds in this grade) 
some of the material is too ad- 
vanced. The use of a Cross-Index 
is one case in point. (See pp. 175- 
179.) But on the whole the con- 
tent is not too theological. It is 
perhaps aimed at a higher age-level, 
or at a group within that level 
which is definitely higher 1.Q.’d 
than average. 

2. The ILLUSTRATIONS are 
not at all like those of the other 
pupil readers. After the highly 
imaginative and eye-arresting ones 
to be found in large numbers in 
the material for Grade IV, they 
seem, for the most part, dull. A 
very few, like that opposite page 
160, are better than the general run 
to be found in the book. 

3. EMPHASIS here will become 
a matter of how the resource books 
are used by the teacher and of the 
way in which he makes it impor- 
tant and exciting to his pupils. 


TEACHER’S MANUALS 


Now we shall turn to the teach- 
ers’ manuals and the teacher prob- 
lem which they present. 

The best they have to offer lies 
in the simple fact that they were 
designed to correct the old situa- 
tion, an unhappy one, IN WHICH 
THE TEACHER TAUGHT THE 
BOOK RATHER THAN THE 
CHILD. Certainly there is no ex- 
cuse for that in these courses. 
Rather, where the pupils’ book is 
adequate, as in Grade IV, the prob- 
lem may be to get the teacher to 
remember to teach the book at all! 

Officially, these courses, and cer- 
tainly most particularly the teach- 
ers’ manuals, are said to be 
“Church-Centered.” More than 
Church-centered, they are CHILD- 
CENTERED. A good thing? But 
only to a certain extent. The child 
is encouraged to talk about himself, 
his problems and his concerns. 
There is an uneasy resemblance 
here to the psychiatrist’s couch. 
With a TRAINED teacher to keep 
the discussions and conversations 
within proper limits, this course as 
planned would seem to leave all too 
little time to put God where He 
belongs. For the untrained, anxious 
not to throttle the child’s growing 
expansiveness, it is almost an in- 
soluble task. Emphasis, again? 

And right here we come smack 
up against a reality. Written and 
planned as thesé courses are they 
presuppose, they of their very na- 
ture demand, what we most cer- 
tainly do not have; namely, A 
TRAINED TEACHING CORPS. 
In this area the aim is imaginatively 
idealistic. Would that it were so 
now. But it is not, nor is it at 
hand in the forseeable future. But 
the material, and the children who 
make it valuable, are here, present 
in the body, to be taught NOW. 
Faced by the implied or stated psy- 
chologically worded teacher guid- 
ance, by the amount of time which 
must be spent in adequate prepara- 
tion, with a long list of books to be 
read and others to be made avail- 
able as resource material, with a 
complete departure from the old 
way of unit division and detailed 
plans and outlines, the following 
may well happen: 

1. The truly dedicated teacher 
will set himself to make the fullest 
use of all these methods and re- 
sources, find joy in his work, fulfill- 
ment with his group and emerge a 
better teacher and finer Christian. 

2. The new teacher, the totally 
untrained, the not-so-sure of him- 
self type, may well think the job 
beyond him, and too great a re- 
sponsibility, and give up without 
really giving it a try—thus losing 
to the Church a potential teacher. 

3. The less-than-dedicated person 
may misuse the material, ‘confuse 
the objectives, forget the impor- 
tance of the content, that is, the 
living truths of our faith, or decide 
to pursue the content offered, plus 
some supplied by himself, neglect- 
ing the broader framework almost 
entirely. 

The sections on CREATIVE AC- 
TIVITIES are generally adequate 
—often too adequate in face of 
the inadequacies of our buildings 
and finances and activity materials. 

The BIBLIOGRAPHIES §are 
good—but what church, outside of 
our urban areas or the large and 
splendidly-equipped parishes of our 
suburbs, can hope to provide even 
a small part of what is suggested 
and would be wonderful to have. 
How choose? Perhaps a “culled 
list” would have been better. 

The four conditions as set down 
by the Department as a “must” are 
goals but are not practicable or 
even desirable in the eyes of many 
rectors. The development of a 
“concerned group” (1) is a reach- 
able goal; family worship in church 
on Sunday (2) as outlined in the 
manual material, does not fit in 
with the parish schedule where a 
rector serves more than one com- 
munity on Sunday; a weekly class 
for parents and godparents (3) is 
highly desirable but if a prerequisite 
of successfully launching these 
courses, will jettison the effort early 
in many parishes; and the religious 
educational preparation of teachers 
(4) a necessary but long-term goal. 
Certainly the Department has 


aimed high; should it be, perhaps, 
that it would have been better had 
it kept its feet more closely wedded 
to the average parish ground? 

One other matter—that of the 
class observer. This one thing has 
“thrown” more teachers that I have 
talked to than any other. Many 
have said that they simply could 
not be themselves with their chil- 
dren, in the presence of another 
adult. Among regularly employed, 
professional teachers, one of the 
most difficult things they have to 
learn is to teach in the presence of 
others, without changing their ap- 
proach or even their very subject 
matter. To ask this of the majority 
of our church school teachers is to 
place an added burden on shoulders 
already trembling with fear of fail- 
ing to meet the needs of the eager 
minds by which they find them- 
selves surrounded. 


L. |. Group To Honor 
Canon duBois 


A special service will be held 
» under the auspices of the Long 
Island Regional Branch of the ACU 
at the Church of St. Michael and 
St. Mark, Brooklyn, on Monday, 
August 15th at 8 P.M. There will 
be Solemn Evensong and Benedic- 
tion of the Blessed Sacrament fol- 
lowed by a reception to honor the 
Executive Director of the ACU, 
Canon duBois, who is also Canon 
Missioner of the Diocese of Long 
Island. The priest in charge of St. 
Michael and St. Mark’s says “the 
service is in the nature of a ‘send- 
off” for Canon duBois on the eve 
of his departure for the General 
Convention in Hawaii. 





SOLEMN EUCHARIST AT ACU WITNESS SERVICE, GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH, COLUMBIA, S. C. 

May 21, 1955. Left to right: The Rev. R. H. Kimball, Columbia, sub-deacon; The Rev. Urban 

T. Holmes II1, Salisbury, N. C., celebrant; The Rev. J. Bryan Griswold, Mooresville, N. C., 
deacon, and Mr. Thomas H. Patrick, Master of Ceremonies. 


MISSIONARY WORK— 
F.P.F. 


One of the thrilling new advances 
since the meeting of the Regents 
of the Foundation in January is the 
appointment of a Medical Supply 
Secretary, and the inauguration of 
the Medical Supply program. 
Through this program it is hoped 
that many needs of mission hos- 
pitals and dispensaries can be filled. 
A large part of the program in this 
first stage of development involves 
the collecting and dispatching “pro- 
fessional samples” that have been 
donated by physicians. The mis- 
sionary kits, now ready for distribu- 
tion, contain full information about 
this program, and other information 
can be had by writing: FPF Medi- 
cal Supply Dept., 310 North Del- 
aplaine Road, Riverside, Illinois. 


The “missionary kits” which the 
Regents determined upon at their 
last meeting contain information 
about the FPF, the missionary affi- 
liate of the American Church 
Union; they contain a missionary 
assignment—a work project that is 
completely outlined and detailed, 
and a study project emphasizing the 
use of CHRISTIANITY IN IN- 
DIA. The kits, now ready for dis- 
tribution, may be inspected without 
obligation. They are designed to 
help build a guild or Woman’s Aux- 
iliary program, and can also be used 
in a young people’s fellowship. 


The QUARTERLY INTERCES- 
SION PAPER, for a long time the 
outstanding missionary intercession 
paper of the Anglican Communion 
will begin to carry intercessions for 
the missionary work of the Ameri- 
can Church as a result of special ar- 
rangements between the Editors and 
the Foundation. American circula- 
tion of the QIP began last fall 
through Station Day literature in 
the ACU’s Cycle of Prayer. This 
circulation will continue on an ac- 
celerated basis, and will now also 
include intercessions for the work 
of the American Church. 


Good Ideas From Detroit, 
Cincinnati and Asheville 


St. Catherine’s Guild of Business 
and Professional Women at the 
Church of the Incarnation, Detroit, 
have become affiliated with the 
ACU as a group (With a $5.00 Co-* 
operating Membership). This is in 
addition to the individual member- 
ships of many of the Guild mem- 
bers. They write asking if any other 
groups have supported ACU in this 
way. The answer is “yes”. The 
Evening Woman’s Auxiliary at St. 
Mark’s Church, Philadelphia, has a 
membership of this type. We are 
considering a large membership cer- 
tificate for these groups: something 
that can be hung on the parish 
hall wall. Are there any other 
groups who are interested? What 
about the Guilds and organizations 
YOU belong to? 


A member in Cincinnati has sent 
us a subscription to the ACU 
NEWS for the Public Library. A 
member from Detroit says that in- 
vestigation in his Public Library re- 
veals that most Roman Catholic 
periodicals are available, but almost 
no Episcopal periodicals or books. 
He suggests subscriptions to ACU 
NEWS and gifts of such books as 
the “1954 Catholic Congress Re- 
port” and “Reformation and Catho- 
licity” for local libraries and fur- 
ther points out that it would help 
create a demand for such books 
in your library if you would in- 
quire about such publications. 


The Men’s Club at St. Mary’s, 
Asheville, N. C. used the Chicago 
Catholic Congress Report as the 
basis for a year’s programs on “The 
Meaning of Reunion”. The Rec- 
tor, the Reverend Eric Veal, re- 
ports that men took different chap- 
ters and presented a talk and that 
each Chapter provoked lively dis- 
cussion and resulted in good in- 
struction. How about using the two 
books mentioned above in YOUR 
organizations during 1955-56? (See 
p. 3, col. 3.) 
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THOUGHTS ON REUNION 
by the 
Rev. R. F. CAPON 


The reunion of Christendom, if 
the comparison will be allowed, is 
more like the rehabilitation of an 
alcoholic than the correction of an 
occasional sinner. In each instance 
what was once a sinful action has 
become a standing condition; what 
began as a wrong choice in a state 
of health has ended in a diseased 
state where merely human efforts 
are helpless to effect a reform; and, 
in both instances, more is required 
than exhortations and accusations 
to restore the soundness which has 
been lost. 

Now that is perhaps a strange 
way to begin a discussion of Chris- 
tian Unity, yet there is an impor- 
tant truth in the analogy. More- 
over, it seems that from time to 
time some of those who are most 
desirous of accomplishing the re- 
union of Christendom tend to mini- 
mize the gravity of the present situ- 
ation in exactly the way that some 
would-be reformers of alcoholics 
minimize their particular problem. 
To be sure, their words do almost 
nothing but harp on the gravity of 
the condition and the need for its 
reform: but what they forget is that 
words, however true, cannot effect 
the transformation that is needed. 
Exhortations and accusations, noble 
and telling though they may be, do 
not much move those whose sins 
have become a disease. They only 
tell them what they already know, 
accuse them of what already tor- 
ments them, and, by the very vehe- 
mence of their moralizing, paralyze 
even what little is left of the will 
to obedience and action. Surely we 
have reached a point in the “nego- 
tiation” of Christian unity at which 
some voice should be raised to re- 
mind us all once again that neither 
exhortations ‘about the wickedness 
of our divisions, nor alarms about 
the perils they create are a proper 
or sufficient preparation for their 
reform, and that such an approach 
may even be extremely prejudical 
to eventual reunion. 


POPULARIZATION MAY BE EVIL 


This is not to say that all the 
champions of reunion have been 
thus over-zealous. Much of the 
work behind the Ecumenical Move- 
ment has been of a very helpful 
and scholarly sort. What has tend- 
ed to obscure our vision is not the 
patient toiling of true workers in 
the vineyard who have been wres- 
tling with the theological problems 
involved, but rather that curse of 
every cause, popularization by its 
own advance guard. It is this pre- 
maturely eager pressure to see the 
goal attained quickly that may well 
lose, by its own imprudence, the 
very prize it seeks to win, and bring 
us to a worse impasse than before. 
It comes chiefly from those whose 
difficulties about reunion have al- 
ready been settled, and who now in 
all sincerity can see no reason why 
we do not go ahead and accomplish 
it. What needs to be said again 
and again is that our divisions are 
deep—so deep that they are quite 
beyond quick solution by human 
schemes. We must work with the 
fact that if a man or a church 
doesn’t see it (for whatever reason, 
commendable or not) he does not 
see it, and if we lecture him about 
his need for penitence, or the sacri- 
fice of “precious non-essentials”, or 
the need for “lightening his ecclesi- 
astical baggage”, or of “reshaping 
the shoe to fit the growing ecumeni- 
cal foot”, it will only put the pos- 
sibility of convincing him so much 
further away. 


UNITY—OF THE INTELLECT 
OR THE WILL? 


Along this line, there has been 
a tendency among those already 
well convinced of the desirability 
of prompt reunion to insist that the 
center from which christian unity 
must proceed is not the intellect but 
the will. We may argue and define 
and propose till doomsday, they 
say, and yet never come to oneness. 
What will accomplish that is AC- 
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TION—humble, honest, obedient 
action. That done, many intellectual 
and doctrinal problems will have a 
better chance of being solved than 
before. That is a very appealing 
line of argument, and if it means 
that mere knowledge will not effect 
the reunion of Christendom unless 
we ACT on that knowledge, it is 
plainly true. But, if it means that 
action can be allowed to take the 
place of thinking—that WILLING 
can reunite Christendom before 
THINKING has done its work it 
is rather dangerous. Two cannot 
walk together except they be 
agreed, and yet too often some of 
the more ardent enthusiasts for re- 
union seem to be saying they can; 
thus implying that the divisions of 
the Church are either absolutely 
insoluble, or absolutely petty, and 
so had best be ignored from an in- 
tellectual point of view, and han- 
dled by the will. Yet that will not 
do. The intellectual problems are 
neither insoluble nor petty—they 
are difficult; their solution may take 
far longer than we in our eagerness 
would like, but with God’s help 
they can be resolved. It is not as 
if man’s mind is more fallen than 
the rest of him and that we must 
sooner despair of thought than of 
action. All of man’s nature is fallen 
—his willing no less than his think- 
ing; and it is the purest fancy to 
imagine there will ever be a way 
out of our disunity by either of 
them alone. Both are necessary— 
both plus the indispensible action 
of God himself. The visible unity 
of the Church here on earth will 
be God’s work in and through us 
on the condition of our obedience. 
It will not be ours, and any prema- 
ture attempts at “willing” it in a 
hurry are doomed to failure. Any 
reunion which will produce addi- 
tional disunion by its prematurity 
will be PSO FACTO of very dubi- 
ous value. Our divisions are a vast 
and complex mixture of sin and 
sincerity, and like all such, are quite 
beyond man’s own mastering. Only 
God can heal them, but He will 
only do it when man is patient 
enough to work in mind and heart 
with all possible zeal, yet leave the 
issue in God’s hands. 


IS DISUNION SIN? 


The magnitude of the problem 
being admitted then, some observa- 
tions may perhaps be allowed on 
details of the present situation. To 
begin with there is the matter al- 
ready raised of dwelling on the 
sinfulness of our divisions. That 
this has value, no one will deny; 
but some distinctions must be made. 
Disunion is a state. As such, it is 
always deplorable; it is usually the 
clear result of the sin of schism in 
the past; but it is at least question- 
able whether it may correctly be 
called actual sin in the present. For 
the most part, the members of the 
various Christian bodies are what 
they are in good faith, and to at- 
tempt, without further explanation, 
to give them feelings of guilt about 
being Baptists or Methodists or 
Episcopalians is certainly  ill-ad- 
vised, if not downright unjust. To 
be sure, acquiescence in the con- 
tinuance of our divisions is sinful, 
as is also the avoidance of the labor 
of prayer, thought and discussion 
toward reunion but that does not 
necessarily imply that any reunion 
is therefore bound to be better than 
our present disunion. What needs 
to be faced is the fact that we take 
different views of our divisions. 
Some, principally those who hold 
a “gathered” rather than an “or- 
ganic” view of the Church, seem to 
see all Christians as equally divided 
one from another, and thus all 
equally “guilty” of disunion. But 
others, who hold the higher view, 
namely, that the Church is a vis- 
ible organism, cannot see that equa- 
tion. For them, unhappy though 
our divisions may be, some 
churches are still “of the body”, 
and others are not. Consequently, 
they talk more about the sin of 
schism, or separation from the 
body, than about the “sinfulness of 
our divisions”, and they are gen- 
erally quite chary about proposals 
which do not make that distinction. 
In their view great care must be 


taken, since it is quite possible to 
end a “division” without healing 
a schism. Indeed the schism may 
even be made worse. To cite but 
one instance: If the division be- 
tween Baptists and Episcopalians 
were to be healed by some action 
which caused Episcopalians to lose 
their organic unity with the visible 
body of the Catholic Church that 
action would be IPSO FACTO a 
failure. Division would have been 
ended at the price of still more 
schism; and in the attempt to avoid 
one “sin”, a worse would have been 
committed. It will perhaps be clear 
from this that a simple condemna- 
tion of the sinfulness of division is 
a poor instrument for inciting men 
to action. What is needed is not a 
menacing look of reproach, but 
patient discussion of the fundamen- 
tally differing points of view that 
are involved. Our problem is not 
the pricking of a bad conscience 
but the instruction of an unin- 
formed one; we should seek to lead 
men on by better understanding 
rather than to stampede them with 
charges of guilt. A hasty and ill- 
considered condemnation may well 
frustrate the amendment it was in- 
tended to produce. 


WHAT OF ROMAN CATHOLICS? 


On another side, and with unde- 
niable truth, some insist that we 
are not doing God’s work as we 
ought, and that one of our chief 
drawbacks is the spectacle of Chris- 
tendom unable to speak with a 
single voice. To the truth of that 
no one will take exception, and yet 
more, much more, needs to be said, 
for here, as elsewhere, the difficul- 
ties are manifold. First of all, it 
has been observed often enough 
that many of the loudest lamenters 
of the divisions of Christendom 
seem to forget that the Church of 
Rome is one of those divisions. The 
unity they seem to contemplate is 
often only Pan-protestantism. Some- 
times there is room for the Ortho- 
dox, but the problem of Rome is 
seldom discussed. Need it be re- 
marked again that if the “single 
voice” is the great need then as 
long as the Roman Church is out- 
side we are still in the same sad 
plight. 

Again, as the Orthodox so often 
remind us, what really matters 
when you talk about the “voice” of 
the Church, is what the voice says. 
Unanimity in the faith, and in the 
Catholic and Apostolic faith at that, 
is the great prerequisite of reunion. 
Might it not be that the rightful 
insistence of Anglicans on Apostolic 
orders, has been misappraised by 
many (Anglicans included), and 
has led them to put too much trust 
in episcopally-aligned arrangements. 
We may not go so far as some of 
the Orthodox who seem to think 
arrangements purely secondary, but 
are they not right in insisting on the 
faith first? It is easier to talk a 
duly convinced catholic into ordi- 
nation than a duly ordained heretic 
into catholicism. 

Thirdly, it must be asked, is a 
“united voice” the right kind of 
object to expend much breath on? 
Is it not too easily made an object 
of pride; is it not essentially a low 
motive? The great virtue of the 
Church ought to be a humble and 
loving obedience to Her Lord, a 
willingness to wait upon Him, and 
to take outward success or failure 
equally as from His hand. Visible 
unity should only be sought because 
it is His will that His body the 
Church be one. The true motive 
slips so easily from view We ought 
to be doubly careful about how we 
present the imperative of visible 
unity. 


“GROWING TOGETHER” 


Another difficult phase of the 
unity question is raised by the 
“growing together” we find going 
on all around us. Certainly we may 
thank God that the often savage 
and uncharitable denominational 
rivalries of the past have in large 
part given way to a spirit of co- 
operation in good works. Indeed 
all across Christendom, a ferment 
seems to be at work, not only as 
regards external works, but even 


in liturgy, in doctrine, in devotion, 
leading men in widely differing tra- 
ditions to often identical conclu- 
sions. Now such a hopeful sign is 
a great blessing; but it has its draw- 
backs, and one of them seems 
worth mentioning here. It is the 
truth that if men are divided by 
certain basic contentions, the fact 
that they can come to some new- 
found agreement elsewhere, or on 
other bases does not necessarily 
mean they have healed their origi- 
nal divisions. For example, the 
fact that Presbyterians left the An- 
glican Communion because they 
could not accept episcopacy is not 
altered by the fact that some Pres- 
byterians and some Anglicans can 
now agree On many emphases in 
neo-orthodox theology. All the 
agreement in the world about chris- 
tian existentialism will not of itself 
lead to agreement about matters of 
polity, until they are faced as such. 
What has perhaps happened with 
some is that they have been so 
pleasantly surprised to find har- 
mony where all had been discord, 
that they have assumed it to be 
more extensive than it is. There is 
a real danger that in the emphasis 
on our “growing together”, and on 
what we have in common, we will 
neglect the things that originally 
divided us, and which still divide 
us now. 

Again, the growing together is 
more immediate, of greater mo- 
ment, to men in some churches than 
in others. For what it is worth, 
it would seem that some bodies are 
less appreciative than others of the 
importance of the divisions and the 
denominational lines. Might it not 
be that those churches which have 
themselves gone back on their own 
past are the most impatient when 
another holds out for something it 
considers precious? Some Presby- 
terians for example who have, as 
a whole, thrown overboard High 
Predestinarianism and Puritan arch- 


itecture, and some Methodists who 
are quietly abandoning certain dis- 
tinctive disciplinary requirements of 
their past, sometimes feel rather 
impatient at the “hidebound” atti- 
tude of, say, some Anglicans or 
Lutherans who are rather averse to 
any change, however minute. Some- 
times it seems as if most of the 
cry for unity quickly is coming 
from members of churches which 
have already lost one or more of 
their denominational marks, and 
who now can sit loosely to what 
amounts, for them, to little more 
than. a name. They have almost 
no sympathy with those who find 
in their own tradition what they 
believe to be essential truths. And 
the reverse is also true. Men who 
are preaching and teaching their 
own system for what it is, on its 
own merits — Anglicans who are 
trying to convince their brethren 
that it is a glorious and blameless 
thing to be an Anglican and to 
stand consistently and obediently in 
a great historical stream, have little 
understanding of a clergyman who 
occupies his pulpit by reason of 
Presbyterian ordination, tinkers with 
episcopacy as a possible form of 
polity and reads Tillich with more 
enthusiasm than the Westminster 
catechism. (Anglicans of course 
have similar foibles.) What we are 
contrasting are two states of mind, 
which can, and do, exist as well 
within’ a church as_ between 
churches. It is extremely important 
to be aware that these mentalities 
exist, for they constitute some of 
our most real difficulties. 


ABSOLUTE HONESTY 
NECESSARY 


Another point follows directly 
from this. Absolute  straightfor- 
wardness is indispensible in all 
unity discussions. There cannot be 
tco much candor. Each must say 

(Continued on Page 10, Col. 1) 





1955 Conference For 
Seminary Students 


The first Annual Conference for 
Seminary students will be held at 
the Frank Lloyd Wright House, 
University of Chicago, from Tues- 
day, September 20th to Friday, 
September 23rd. The Reverend 
Canon Bernard Iddings Bell will 
be the Chaplain. Co-Chairmen for 
the Conference are the Reverend 
F. William Lickfield, Rector of the 
Church of the Redeemer, Chicago 
and the Reverend William H. 
Baar, Chaplain ofthe University of 
Chicago. 

The Reverend Robert L. Miller, 
Rector of the Church of the Atone- 


ment, Chicago, will lecture and give 
a demonstration on “The Priest At 
The Altar”; The Reverend Alfred 
L. Pedersen, S.S.J.E., will conduct 
the course on “The Priest In The 
Confessional.” Father Baar will 
lead a discussion on “The Progress 
of the Catholic Revival” and the 
Dean of the Wisconsin State Col- 
lege of Letters and Science, Dr. 
Warren G. Jenkins of Stevens 
Point, Wisconsin, will lecture on 
“Social Implications of the Catho- 
lic Movement”. 

Attendance is open to all students 
enrolled in Seminaries of the 
Church and to new students enter- 
ing this year. The total cost for 
meals and lodging is $3.00. A 
reservation blank is printed below. 





1955 CONFERENCE FOR SEMINARIANS 
Frank Lloyd Wright House, University of Chicago, 
Tuesday, Sept. 20 to Friday, Sept. 23. 


Chaplain: The Rev Canon Bernard Iddings Bell 


Leaders: The Rev. Robert L. Miller, 
J.E., The Rev. William H. Baar (C 
William Lickfield, Dr. Warren G. Jenkins, 


College. 


The Rev. Alfred L. Pederson, S.S. 


haplain U. of Chicago), the Rev. F. 


Dean, Wisconsin State 


Total Cost—Room and Meals $3.00. 
Open to all Seminary students or those entering Seminary. 


Send reservations and check to: 
THE AMERICAN CHURCH UNION, INC. 
347 Madison Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. 








Friday September 23rd, 


Please reserve 


Name 
Address........... 
City 
Seminary 





RESERVATION FOR SEMINARIANS CONFERENCE 
Frank Lloyd Wright House, University of Chicago. Tuesday, September 20th to 


places at the Conference. $3.00 fee enclosed. 


Mail To 
The American Church Union, 347 Madison Avenue 
New York 17, N. Y. 
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THOUGHTS ON REUNION 


(Continued from Page 9, Col, 5) 


precisely what he means, and never 
do anything in order to gain some- 
thing others may not yet see. True 
unity cannot be “slipped over” on 
the Church, it will have to be 
brought in by great effort, and if 
it has to be steamrollered, it is prob- 
ably premature. 

Again, we will do well to be on 
our guard against a danger that 
arises again and again in any theo- 
logical discussion, namely, the ten- 
dency to mean different things by 
the same words or to use old terms 
while assigning them novel mean- 
ings. There is nothing wrong or 
dishonest about such procedures, 
but it adds immeasurably to the 
volume and length of the discus- 
sion. Real agreement can never be 
reached by devising new content 
for old terms, since what has 
caused our difficulties is precisely 
the old. content of those terms, and 
until that is faced, little progress 
can be made. A case in point was 
the effort a year or so ago to re- 
interpret “Intercommunion” and 
some kindred concepts. It made 
some distinctions, and gave the im- 
pression of opening up a new field 
of agreement, yet the old difficulties 
about intercommunion remained 
what they always had been. 


WHAT ARE THE 
NON-ESSENTIALS? 


What is important therefore, is 
that prudence and candor mark ev- 
ery utterance of those who work 
for reunion. Every now and then 
for example, some earnest soul will 
advise us that in the Church of the 
future, each may be called upon to 
give up some precious non-essential 
in order that all may be one. Noth- 
ing could be more imprudent. In 
the first place any man of good 
faith will give up precious non-es- 
sentials—at least we have to assume 
he will. But to tell some one he 
must be willing to give up such 
without naming any in particular 
can only serve to arouse suspicion. 
There is never a question of giving 
up non-essentials; rather the ques- 
tion is, whether this or that can be 
called a non-essential. And when 
you speak without naming any, 
each man is free to suspect that it 
is precisely what he most cherishes 
that you have in the back of your 
mind. The cause of Christian Unity 
makes many demands, not the least 
of which is a call for scrupulous 
clarity of meaning and intention. 
We can well do without allusions. 
All will be more at ease and the 
discussion will go faster, if the ob- 
ject of every remark is made per- 
fectly clear. 

And having come thus to the in- 
sistence that the greatest of these is 
clarity, a few strictures directed 
specifically at Anglicanism may well 
be in order. It has become increas- 
ingly evident in the course of the 
last 20 or 30 years, that the tone 
of official Anglican gatherings has 
taken on some undesirable charac- 
teristics. To begin with, almost 
every gathering now takes great 
care to tell the world what tre- 
mendous pressure it is under, and 
how it hardly has time to transact 
its business. That this is a bad sign, 
particularly for the transacting of 
the business of reunion, goes with- 
out saying. If what Conventions and 
Convocations have to do is impor- 
tant, it must be done thoroughly, 
with no excuses about pressure. 
Again, seemingly caught up in the 
tempo of the times, the Church 
seems impatient with any reform 
that takes too long, and our conven- 
tions grow fonder and fonder of 
short cuts. To cite but one example, 
it is usually observed that it took 
five conventions to complete the 
1928 revision of the Prayer Book 
and that it was a shame to have 
spent so much time on something 
that could have been done more 
quickly with the help of a special 
commission. The assertion is well 
worth questioning. It took fifteen 
years to get a Prayer Book revision 
that no catholic need apologize for. 


It would be cheap at twice the price. 
And, having seen the proposed re- 
visions by the short-cut commission 
method, it may well turn out to be 
dear at half. 


WEAKNESSES OF 
GENERAL CONVENTION 


But perhaps the most dangerous 
tendency of all is a certain neglect 
of principle which seems to char- 
acterize much of the business of our 
Convention. The logical conclusions 
of our actions are seldom drawn, 
and many steps are taken chiefly 
on the basis of expediency, nice- 
ness, or gentlemen’s agreement. 
This has already tainted some of the 
legislation of the American Church, 
(Canon 36, is perhaps the best case 
in point), and it could be dis- 
astrous if it were continued, par- 
ticularly in the field of reunion. For 
example, the proposal that we enter 
into communion with the Church of 
South India would no doubt appeal 
to many as a harmless enough kind 
of gesture, and as a courteous way 
of encouraging an experiment in 
reunion. But it would have the most 
perplexing logical consequences in 
the realms of faith and order. Again 
and again, there is the danger that 
our hard pressed and hasty synods 
will from a lack of thoroughness 
make the way plain for misguided 
men in a hurry to realize their 
fondest dreams and so bring the 
Anglican Communion to ship wreck. 
I cite this peculiarly Anglican foible 
as a danger to reunion because 
Anglicanism is perhaps the most im- 
portant force in the whole process. 
THROUGH ALL HER HISTORY 
THE ANGLICAN CHURCH 
HAS, WITH HOWEVER PAIN- 
FUL TURNINGS OF PHRASE, 
HAS COME DOWN SQUARELY 
ON THE CATHOLIC SIDE OF 
EVERY MAJOR QUESTION. 
HER PAST IS IRREPROACH- 
ABLE; BUT HER PRESENT 
GROWS DAILY MORE DAN- 
GEROUS. SHE HAS_ THE 
TREASURES OF CATHOLIC 
FAITH AND CATHOLIC OR- 
DER AND IF SHE WERE TO 
LOSE THEM BY RASH AC- 
TION THE LOSS WOULD BE 
TRAGIC; NOT ONLY FOR HER- 
SELF BUT FOR CHRISTENDOM. 
The root of all her virtues is her 
catholicism. Destroy that and you 
destroy the rest. She has a mission 
to be the catholic church. Because 
she is a living organism she can 
endure hard treatment; but she 
cannot endure contradictions. With 
every living thing there is a line 
beyond which you cannot go with- 
out disaster—you can e.g., lead a 
man about by the neck—that is 
merely an indignity. When you try 
to hang him up by it, it becomes 
something more. Canon 36 is a slur 
on the family’s reputation. Inter- 
communion with the Church of 
South India (depending on the 
terms) might well turn out to be 
lacing the children’s milk with 
arsenic. 

This anxiety over the possibility 
of upsetting the catholicism of the 
Church is not shared by any who 
fails to see the Church as an or- 
ganism. The reason is worth noting. 
If the Church is merely a construc- 
tion, a gathering, or an assemblage, 
as Protestants believe; if it has no 
life of its own, inherent in it, but 
only the life created by the Holy 
Ghost DE NOVE, and AB EXTRA 
in every generation, then there is no 
need to worry about a disastrous re- 
union, for indeed such is impos- 
sible. For Protestants, a reunion 
may be unprofitable but it can hard- 
ly be disastrous. If their ecumenical 
building should turn out to be a bad 
one, there would be little cause for 
alarm. All that would be needed 
would be to take it apart and start 
over. For them the Church is the 
sum total of its parts, and the parts 
can be rearranged in any number of 
ways. As long as you have had the 
belief that, independentl y of the 
Church, the Holy Ghost is making 
up the parts out of which you can 
build the Church, you will have 
little sympathy for the apprehen- 
sions of those who take a higher 
view. 


FAILURE IS POSSIBLE 
FOR A CHURCH 


And it is precisely in terms of 
the higher view that disaster is pos- 
sible. If the Church is not a bulld- 
ing, but a body; if it is not a beauti- 
fully arranged bouquet of cut flow- 
ers, but a living rose-tree, it is then 
clear that IT is the source of life 
to its parts or members and that the 
Holy Ghost is making up the mem- 
bers THROUGH the Church and 
not apart from it. Likewise it is clear 
that reunion for such a Church is 
not a matter of construction or ar- 
rangement, but of grafting together; 
and consequently it is abundantly 
clear that in any particular reunion, 
as in any particular graft, there is 
always the danger that you can lose 
something irretrievably. Either the 
member to be grafted in, or the 
parent body, or both, can be de- 
stroyed beyond hope of restoration 
if due regard is not had to the life- 
principles of each. To be sure the 
catholic doctrine of the indefectibil- 
ity of the Church assures us that 
this will not happen to the extent 
that the living body of the Catholic 
Church will become extinct; but it 
offers no guarantee that any partic- 
ular communion—Anglican, Roman 
or Greek—will always remain in 
and of that body. By her recent 
doctrinal exuberances, Rome has, 
at the very least, invited the re- 
moval of her candlestick; and if 
Anglicans do not see that the same 
possibility lies open to them in other 
fields, it is only for want of paying 
attention. 


CATHOLICS AND 
ECUMENICAL ACTIVITIES 


Our best contribution to the 
ecumenical movement is to under- 
stand and cherish what we have. As 
catholics, we believe we are of the 
body. We do no one a favor by dis- 
guising that belief. We also believe, 
to cite but one instance, that the 
Methodist Church, AS ACHURCH, 
is not of the body, but is rather a 
severed branch still kept alive, and 
indeed in some ways beautiful, by 
God’s special providence. But we 
believe that whatever life and 
beauty it has comes from truth it 
once drew from the catholic body, 
and that God’s will is that it be 
grafted back into that body as soon 
as may be. It is a great disservice to 
the cause of reunion to refrain, out 
of misguided charity, from saying 
that; and it would be the height of 
folly to imperil our status as “of 
the body” in order to seem more 
accommodating to the severed 
branch. A union of two severed 
branches, however painstakingly 
accomplished can be fit ultimately 
only for the fire. The best hope for 
the unity of Christendom, perhaps 
the only hope, is that we remain 
true to our calling; and our calling 
is not precisely to be a _ bridge 
Church. That metaphor would bet- 
ter be left unused. For we are not a 
construction erected between con- 
structions whose purpose lies abso- 
lutely beyond itself. Rather we are 
a root church, preserved by God’s 
providence to be a source of life to 
severed branches. In the reunited 
Church we shall be truly adorned 
and enriched by the Denominations, 
not by way of addition or juxta- 
position, but by way of in-corpora- 
tion, as the stock is enhanced by 
the ingrafted branch; and the Prot- 
estants will be enlivened thru us by 
the same ingrafting, receiving, by 
true organic union with the authen- 
tic body, the life they have not pos- 
sessed, as bodies, since they left it. 
That such a comparison will no 
doubt displease them, is unfortu- 
nate, but secondary. If it is true, 
we will love them best by insisting 
upon it. 


WE WILL NOT CREATE 
“A COMING GREAT CHURCH” 


Finally does it not need to be 
borne in mind by all that, while we 
may not impede unity, we are not 
to deceive ourselves that we can 
rush after it. The Church is called 
to show forth other notes—besides 
Oneness. She is to be Holy, Catho- 
lic, and Apostolic. The church mili- 
tant in a given age may not be flaw- 
less in any of its notes. It almost 


. 

certainly will not be utterly Holy— 
its Catholicity may be obscured by 
the errors of some of its members, 
its Apostolic witness not everywhere 
in accord with the Apostles’ teach- 
ing and fellowship. Ought we then 
to single out flawless visible unity as 
a need any more pressing than 
these? Our Lord was as clear, if not 
clearer, that He wanted holiness of 
His Church. (It is interesting to 
note that this pressing demand for 
unity was the chief stock-in-trade of 
the romanizers who preyed upon 
the Anglican Communion in the 
last century. You must come into 
the Papal fold, they said, for Christ 
founded only one Church; and with 
a few minor variations the same 
line has been adopted by modern 
advocates of “ecumenicity”. Nor 
does the similarity end there. All 
too often the ecumenical movement 
has suggested the same kind of dis- 
regard for the past, the same will- 
ingness to admit that the deposit of 
truth can grow and change, that has 
marked recent Roman doctrinal 
developments. ) 

But to return to the chief point— 
we ought not to make the perfec- 
tion of any one of the notes of the 
church more important than any 
other. In the deepest sense she al- 
ready has Oneness, Holiness, Catho- 
licity and Apostolicy from her Lord 
ALL SHE CAN CORRECTLY BE 
SAID TO LACK IS THE VISIBLE 
PERFECTION OF THOSE 
NOTES HERE ON EARTH. How- 
ever she may fall short in this 
limited sphere, she remains in all 
times and places the Body Mystical 
of the Lord Christ, the bride of that 
Lamb who is God of God, Light of 
Light, Very God of Very God, and 
Who can work through her, as He 
will. The Church is greater than her 
members, and therefore greater than 
her member’s faults. That we are 
bound under God to mend those 
faults as soon as possible goes with- 
out saying. That we sin when we 
wrongfully impede the visible re- 
union of Christianity is undeniable. 
But what is the most certain thing 
of all is that the perfection of our 
oneness will be God’s gift upon our 
obedience, and that if we are faith- 
ful and penitent, He will in His 
good time make us after His own 
heart. 





STATION DAYS 


ae Cycle of Prayer 


The American Church Union 
Cycle of Prayer is a continuous 
work of Intercession sponsored by 
ACU. Parishes and Church institu- 
tions assume responsibility for 
“Station Days” in the Cycle. 


The ACU invites additional 
parishes and Church groups to join 
the Cycle. ACU further seeks to 
initiate the next step in making the 
Cycle of Prayer a strong link of 
praye; and intercession by securing 
“Inter essors.” Individuals who will 
say the prayers daily and will pray 
especially for the parishes and in- 
stitutions observing Station Day 
each day are asked to write the 
Chairman of the Cycle of Prayer, 
ACU, 347 Madison Avenue, New 
York 17, N. Y. All that is neces- 
sary is to announce your intention 
to be an “Intercessor” and to offer 
daily, in your private prayers, the 
intentions of the Cycle of Prayer 
and to pray for the priests and con- 
gregations observing the Cycle day 


by day. 





August 


2—St. Stephen’s Church, Miami, Fla. 

—St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church, West 
Palm Beach, Fla. 

3—Good Shepherd Monastery, Orange 


ity, Fla. 

4—Brothers of St. Joseph, East Moriches, 
Long Island N. Y. 

5—St. Anna’s Home, Philadelphia, Pa. 

6—St. Augustine’s, Croton-on-Hudson, 


N. Y. 
7—St. James’ Church, Paso Robles, Calif. 
8—St. Mary’s Church, Cadillac, Mich. 
9—Teachers of the Children of God, Sag 
Harbor, N. 
10—St. Clare’s 
Long Island, 
11—Holy Cross Monastery, West Park, 


N. Y. 
11—Corpus Christi Ward, C.B.S., Mend- 
ham and Sparta, N. J. 
12—St. Francis’ Mission, Novata, Calif. 
—— * eee House, Upper Red Hook, 
13—St. Mary’s Hospital for Children, 


Bayside, N. Y. 
a of the Angels, Hollywood, 
alif. 


Convent, Mount Sinai, 














STATION DAYS 


15—Church of the Annunciation, Brook- 


yn, N. Y. 

16—St Bernard’s Oratory, Temple, Maine. 

17—St. John’s Church, Ogdensburg, N. Y. 

18—Sisterhood of the Holy Nativity, 
Fond du Lac, Wisc. 

19—Chapel of the Holy Nativity, Los 
Angeles, Calif. 

20—Church of the Good Shepherd, East 
Chicago, Ind. 

21—Christ Church, Portsmouth, N. Hamp. 

22—Convent of St. Anne, Chicago, III. 

23—Chapel of St. Francis, Dennysville, 


Maine. 

24—Church of the Good Shepherd, 
Greenwood ‘Lake, N. Y. 

24—Mission of St. Francis of Assis, 
Mindanao, Philippines. 

24—St. Bortholomew’s Church, Granite 
City, Hl. 

27—St. Andrew’s Church, Beacon, N. Y. 

—— F ene Chapel, New York, 


28—Oratory of St. Mary and St. Michael, 
Cambridge, Mass. 

28—St. Barnabas’ Church, Havana, Ill. 

29—Mount Calvary Church, Baltimore, 


Md. 
7 Andrew’s Church, Edwardsville, 
31—St. Bonafece’ Church, Chilton, Wisc. 


September 


1—St. Giles’ Church, Northbrook, III. 

3—Church of St. Augustine & St. Mar- 
tin, Boston, Mass. 

3—Church of the Crucifixion, New York, 


4—Church of Christ the King, Sturgeon 


Bay, Wisc. 
6—The Rev. Neal Dodd, D.D., Santa 
of God, 


Barbara, Calif. 
7—Teachers of the Children 

Sag Harbor, Long Island, N. Y 
8—St. Mark’s Church, Waterville, Maine. 
8—St. Mary’s Church, Amityville, N. Y. 
8—St. George’s Church, Derby, N. Y. 


9—St. Luke’s Church, Catskill, N. Y. 
10—All_ Saints’ Church, San Francisco, 


Calif. 
ay ie of the Atonement, Chicago, 


12—Emmanuel Church, Elmira, N. Y. 

— Maria Virgen, Ponce, Puerto 
ico. 

13—St. Peter’s Church, Portland, Ore. 

14—Convent of St. Anne, Arlington 
Heights, Mass. 

14—Emmanuel Church, Miles City, Mont. 

15—Community of St. Saviour, San Fran- 
cisco, Calif. 

a Barnabas’ Church, 


16—Church of the Epiphany, Chehalis, 
Wash. 

-——. Trinity Church, Valley Stream, 

18-St. Paul's Church, Grand Rapids, 
ich. 

- - Christopher’s Church, Gladwyne, 
a. 

21—St. John’s Church, 
lowa. 


21—St. George's Church, Belleville, II. 
21—Church of Our Saviour, Placerville, 


Burlington, 


Shenandoah, 


Calif. 
—! Church, Riverdale-on-Hudson, 


23—Grace Church, Lake Providence, La. 
24—St. Thomas’ Church, Salem, III. 
25—St. John’s Church, Centralia, Ill. 
26—St. Mark’s Church, North Bellemore, 


ov. 
27—Convent of St. Helena, Versailles, 
Kentucky. 
28—St. Barnabas’ Church, Havana, Ill. 
28—St. Michael’s Monastery, St. An- 
drew’s, Tenn. 
29—Emmanuel Church, Somerville, Mass. 
29—St. John the Evangelist, Bingh 





Mass. 
30—St. Anne’s Convent, Denver, Colo. 


October 


1—St. Luke’s Church, Germantown, Pa. 

2—St. Stephens Church, Fall River, Mass. 

2—St. Paul’s-on-the-Hill, St. Paul, Minn. 

3—St. Paul’s Church, Doylestown, Pa. 

ot -” wed Church, San Francisco, 
calif. 


4—St. Francis’ Church, Levittown, Long 
Island, Y 

5—Church of the Incarnation, Lynn, 

ass. 

5—Chapel of St. John the Divine, Cham- 
paign, Ill 

6—St. Matthew’s Church, Raytown, Mo. 

ar Schlueter, West Cornwall, 


7—St. Luke’s Church, Lebanon, Pa. 
7—Church of Our Saviour, Chicago, Ill. 
8—St. Mark’s Church, Philadelphia, Pa. 
9—Christ Church, Red Hook, N. Y. 
9—St. Martin’s Chapel, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
ast tae of St. Helena, Helmetta, 


11-St. Paul’s Church, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

12—St. David's Church, Spokane, Wash. 

oe Paani Priory, Three Rivers, 
ic 


14—Holy Trinity Church, Alhambra, Calif. 
15—St. Paul’s Church, Washington, D. C. 
16—Grace Church, Sheboygan, Wisc. 

17—St. James’ Church, West Somerville, 


Mass. 
18—St. Luke’s Church, Kalamazoo, Mich. 
18—Holy Trinity Church, Manistee, Mich. 
19—St. Peter’s Church, Albany, Ore. 
19—St. Paul’s Church, Albany, Ga. 
eT Episcopal Church, Ontario, 
‘alif. 


21—Christ Church, St. Joseph, ‘La. 

21—Church of the Epiphany, Concordia, 
Kansas. 

22—St. Luke’s Church, Racine, Wisc. 

23—St. Andrew's Church, Baltimore, Md. 

24-—Sisters of the Transfiguration, San 
Mateo, Calif. 

25—House of the Redeemer, New York, 

— er Church, Laconia, N. Hamp. 


26—St. Philip’s Church, Palatine, III. 
re of the Ascension, Granston, 


28—St. Mark’s Church, Paw Paw, Mich. 
28—St. John’s, North Haven, Conn. 
28—St. Barnabas, Havana, Ill. 

29—St. Barnabas, Denton, Texas. 


30—St. John’s Church, Springfield Gar- 
dens, L. I., N. Y. 

31—Church of the Ascension, Sierra 
Madre, Calif. 


31—Grace Church, East Providence, R. 1. 
31--All Saints’ Church, Dorchester, Mass. 
31—St. Stephen’s Church, Providence, R. I. 
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CATHOLIC MOVEMENT 
AND THE ACU 


(Continued from Page 1, Col. 3) 


Christians but there were almost 
no opportunities for the reception 
of Holy Communion as far as the 
laity were concerned. A cetebration 
of the Holy Communion once or 
twice a year was about the best 
that could be found, and even this 
was rare. The spirit of reverence, 
teaching of the faith, beauty in 
worship, administration of the 
sacraments,—all of these were gen- 
erally lacking in our Church one 
hundred years ago. Small wonder 
that in 1832 Dr. Arnold said “The 
Church of England as it now stands, 
no human power can save”! Nor 
was the situation much different on 
this continent. You will recall that 
the first Bishops of New York and 
Virginia had so little zeal for the 
Church or hope for its future that 
they devoted their lives to botany 
and school teaching rather than to 
their Episcopate! John Keble 
echoed the sad plight of the church 
when he preached the 1833 sermon 
that marked the beginning of the 
Oxford Movement and the Catholic 
Revival. He chose as his text words 
from the prophet Ezekial: “Can 
these dry bones live?” Few people 
thought they could, but Keble and 
the leaders of the Oxford Move- 
ment said that the Church could 
live, come to life, and be useful to 
God if it would return to its foun- 
dations and begin to teach and 
use the words of the Prayer Book 
again. 


AIM OF THE CATHOLIC 
MOVEMENT 


That is what the Oxford Move- 
ment and the Catholic Revival have 
been all about. The Movement is 
not an imitation of Roman Cath- 
olicism but an effort to make 
known and bring into use what is 
already ours in our tradition, in 
our Prayer Book and in the spirit 
of the Prayer Book preface where 
there is the declared intention of 
not departing from’ any essential of 
the doctrine discipline and worship 
of the historic Catholic Church of 
Christ. 


The German Lutheran historian 
Heiler, surveying a century of the 
Anglo-Catholic Revival confesses 
himself amazed and writes: “The 
Movement has ‘inspired new life 
into a dying Church; it has restored 
the Catholic tradition into a Com- 
munion where it was nearly lost. 
Most wonderful of all, it has leav- 
ened the whole Anglican Com- 
munion with the Catholic spirit. 
Even the keenest opponents of 
Anglo-Catholicism are under its in- 
fluence” (“Im Ringen” p. 233). 


The learned historian and Oxford 
scholar, Dr. Sparrow-Simpson 
writes: “It is true that the Anglo- 
Catholic revival has literally trans- 
figured the whole appearance of the 
English Church. It has driven out 
the spirit of neglect . . . it has re- 
stored the outward signs of rever- 
ence, beauty and dignity . . . it has 
restored to the English Church a 
sacramental belief which has made 
the Eucharist once again realized 
as the indispensable medium for the 
communication of spiritual vitality 
and, therefore, in a totally new de- 
gree valued”. 


Anglo-Catholics may be justly 
proud of the contribution made by 
their movement to the life of the 
Church and of the influence which 
their movement has exerted in even 
those parishes and dioceses where 
there may be the most violent repu- 
diation of the Movement. The char- 
acteristic fruits of the Catholic 
Movement are seen in a new unity, 
a “union” if you will, around the 
word and spirit of the Prayer Book; 
—the fact that the people of God 
are once again taught the faith and 
given the opportunity to receive 
the sacraments;—the opening of 
seminaries; the revival of religious 
orders and a host of other good 
things in our family Church life 
which we take for granted today 
and fail to realize were won for 
us through the persecution of the 
early leaders of the Catholic 
Movement. 


PERSECUTION TODAY 


The persecution continues today, 
but the Catholic Movement spreads 
slowly throughout our own Com- 
munion and can be seen in its 
strong influence in most Christian 
groups. Ever since its inception 
there has been a desire on the part 
of Church leaders to contain the 
Catholic Movement, to limit it to 
THEIR understanding of the Faith 
or to their preferences; to say “this 
far, but no further”. This same 
spirit is to be seen in not a few 
bishops, priests and laymen today, 
but the Catholic Movement cannot 
be contained. It cannot be limited 
precisely because it is “catholic”, 
that is, it pertains to the whole. The 
basic spirit of the Catholic Move- 
ment is to be found in the words 
of St. Paul to the Ephesians: “I am 
innocent of the blood of all men, 
for I have not shunned to declare 
unto you ALL the counsel of God.” 
(Acts 20:26) 


The Catholic Faith as it was first 
brought to England was the “faith 
once delivered to the saints” (Jude 
3). Its main outlines are easily 
found in such passages of Holy 
Scripture as Acts ii:—Apostolic 
Doctrine in the Creeds; The Apos- 
tolic Ministry; The Holy Com- 
munion as the regular service of 
worship and the “bounden duty” of 
Christians the seven ‘sacraments 
of grace,—Baptism; Confirmation, 
Confession, Matrimony, Unction, 
Orders and Holy Communion. The 
leaders of the Protestant Reforma- 
tion on the Continent of Europe 
did away with these Scriptural 
foundations of Church teaching 
and worship; the four fundamentals 
all fell under the axe of the protes- 
tant reformers—creeds, apostolic 
ministry, Holy Communion and the 
seven sacraments. For nearly four 
hundred years protestantism has 
been trying to tear the Anglican 
Communion away from its ancient 
loyalty to the Historic Faith of 
Christendom. It almost succeeded 
in the 17th and 18th centuries and 
it was their very success that 
brought the Church in England 
to the brink of that failure 
outlined above and to a state of 
irreverence and ignorance. It is the 
Catholic Movement which has 
changed and altered things for the 
good, and, ever since 1860 the 
Church Union has been the effective 
instrument to witness to the true 
faith of the Church and to labor 
tor its defense and maintenance. 
It has been truly said that “the 
Catholic Movement has changed the 
heart and face of the Anglican 
Communion”. 


But the Catholic Movement has 
not “arrived”. It’s work is not fin- 
ished in the Anglican Communion 
or in the Episcopal Church. The 
enemies of the recovery of our heri- 
tage cry “Romanism” in an effort 
to discredit the Church Union, but 
their smears bear no resemblance 
to the true aims and purposes of 
the Church Union. Those who are 
forever trying to contain the Cath- 
olic Movement within the limits of 
their own preferences or concep- 
tions cry that no organization is 
needed in these days to further 
catholic work and witness, but they 
speak against a background of 
scarcely understanding men and 
movements around them in the 
Church. 


There is a necessary work of 
teaching that must spread through- 
out the Church if we are to attain 
to any sort of unity. The Church 
Union is organized to do that teach- 
ing on the basis of the WHOLE 
of our tradition. 


Persecution goes on daily. Sad 
stories of priests and laymen perse- 
cuted for their teaching and witness 
continue and there are shocking 
stories of a lack of justice and 
of fair play in dealing with many 
situations. In all of these cases the 
persecuted turn to the Church 
Union. In nearly every case most 
individual Churchmen would rise 
to the defense of the persecuted if 
they knew of their plight but they 
are not in touch with the situations 
and the persecuted individuals do 
not know their names, so they turn 
to the Church Union and those in 


need are supported through the 
united strength of the ACU. In 
connection with the work of de- 
fense it sometimes bothers folks 
that it becomes at times necessary 
for the Church Union to oppose 
some Bishops. All of us long to 
love and respect our Bishops in all 
situations but it must be remem- 
bered soberly that they merit that 
respect and obedience only as far 
as they are loyal to their own vo- 
cation of maintaining the faith and 
representing the historic Catholic 
Church in their Diocese. When they 
fail in their duty and seek to govern 
by their own preference or preju- 
dice they forfeit the right to obedi- 
ence and their admonitions are no 
longer godly or binding. The work 
of defense sometimes seems to be a 
contentious activity, but there is a 
Bibical contentiousness laid upon 
us all: “Earnestly contend for the 
faith once delivered to the saints.” 


“PARTY”? 


The Church Union needs your 
membership. It is not a “party” in 
a divisive sense; it is the “party of 
the Church”, It has no aims and 
purposes other than those of the 
Church. The members of the ACU 
are “partisans” within the definition 
of the dictionery as “devoted ad- 
herents”. 


A PROFESSOR SPEAKS 
ABOUT ACU 


The Reverend Professor Homer 
F. Rogers of Nashotah House has 
put it this way: 

“The only way to keep the 
church true to its vocation is to 
continue to recall it to its vocation. 


“As the church is in the world 
to call men to God, which is man’s 
true destiny and purpose; so there 
must needs be something in the 
church to call the church to God- 
liness, to its own true nature and 
purpose. Traditionally, this has 
been the role of the saints, of the 
religious orders, of the various re- 
forming movements. 


; “Within our own historic situa- 
tion, this is the role of the Ameri- 
can Church Union. 


“I repeat, and cannot emphasize 
enough, the American Church 
Union is not a partisan organiza- 
tion aimed at converting the church 
to a point of view. It must be, or 
I for one would not touch it, an 
organization aimed at recalling the 
church to its own true nature, an 
instrument for converting the 
church. 


“Is this really necessary? You 
know that it is. As long as there 
is One worldly priest or vestryman, 
as long as there are parishes where 
a devout soul cannot conveniently 
discharge his dominical duty and 
receive his communion on a Sun- 
day, as long as there are parishes 
where a man cannot receive abso- 


lution, as long as you have to pick . 


and choose between parishes in a 
large city when recommending one 
to a parishioner who is moving 
there—not on the basis of church- 
manship but simply on the basis of 
religion, as long as Episcopalians 
will remove their domicile to an- 
other city without first considering 
the state of the church in that city, 
as long as there are priests who 
will offend and discourage the soul 
in trouble who is seeking guidance 
or instruction, as long as the church 
is known as the church of the better 
sort of people, as long as there are 
churches where the faith is not 
taught, either through, ignorance or 
indifference, just so long will there 
be the need for someone in the 
church to convert the church. 


“Maybe, the American Church 
Union is not, or has not in the past 
been doing that job very effectively. 
Maybe not. But can you think of 
anything else that is likely to? Is 
there any other organization dedi- 
cated to that task? 


“Actually, the truth is that the 
English Church Union, and in this 
country, though to a lesser extent, 
the American Church Union, has 
been very largely instrumental in 


the Catholic Revival. And it is only 
in the last few years that the Ameri- 
can Church Union has been able 
to make itself felt to any apprecia- 
ble degree. In this country we are 
just beginning. 

“As the Church is in the world to 
convert the world; the American 
Church Union is in the Church to 
convert the Church. 

“Here are five loaves and two 
small fishes—but what are they 
among so many? In the hand of 
God they will multiply. There is an 
importance, a terrible and vital im- 
portance, just to being counted. But 
being counted doesn’t amount to 
very much unless what is being 
counted is converted Catholic 
Christians.” 





Letters 
To The Sditor 


Dear Sir: 


This is to correct something in 
the current issue of American 
Church Union News (for Whitsun- 
tide, 1955). The article, “Vacation 
School,” attributed to me was writ- 
ten by Sister Frances, O.S.H. 

We are grateful for the ACU 
News and enjoy it very much. 


Faithfully yours, 
The Sister Rachel, O.S.H. 


Dear Father duBois: 

I should like to take this oppor- 
tunity to thank you for the infor- 
mation, the stimulation, and the 
interest I find in each issue of the 
ACU News. I file each copy and 
often refer back to articles I have 
read. 

Most sincerely, 
(Mrs.) Mary Samter 

And from letters addressed to 
the editor of “The Living Church” 
(April 3, 1955) we are happy to 
find the following: 


CATHOLIC CONGRESS 


Someone should (as I am sure 
many will) write a congratulatory 
letter for the excellent piece of 
work represented in the recently- 
issued booklet by the American 
Church Union, titled: 1954 Chica- 
go International Catholic Congress 
—Official Report. It forms a per- 
fect synthesis and completion of 
the reports of the other two Con- 
gresses held last summer. The pic- 
tures with which it is studded, 
alone make it worthwhile to priests 
who could not attend, and the 
splendid reports become a _ tool 
with which many of us can find 
help to implement our work for 
the Lord for years to come. May I 
be among the very first to express 
my own appreciation for a job 
well-done? 

(Rev.) Robert L. Seekins, Jr. 
Rural Dean, Adirondack 
Deanery Diocese of Albany 





ACU WITNESS SERVICE, ST. PETER’S CHURCH, 
fo right The Rev. Peter Boes, Rector, Redwood 


Rev. Weston Gillett, San Francisco, The Rev. 


ADDITIONAL REGIONAL 
BRANCH NOTES 


The Diocese of NEWARK ACU 
CHAPTER held its annual meeting 
in May at Christ Church, Ridge- 
wood, N.J. Evensong and the show- 
ing of two films: “Our Anglican 
Heritage” and “Vision of Victory” 
preceded the business session. Offi- 
cers re-elected were: Chairman, 
Peter C. Williamson, Harrington 
Park; vice-president, Robert F. Ver- 
gason, North Bergen; secretary, 
Mrs. Walter F. Sloan, Ridgewood; 
treasurer, Mrs. Frank J. Hoffman, 
Hackensack. 


Members elected to the executive 
council were the Rev. Frs. Alfred 
J. Miller, Ridgewood; Herbert S. 
Brown, Newark; Elwood C. Bog- 
gess, Mendham; Ralph T. Milligan, 
Paterson; the Messers. A. J. Walters, 
Hackensack; Frank Ashley, Orange; 
and Mrs. Robert Watson, Ho-ho- 
kus. 


Before adjourning, the Rev. Fr. 
Charles J. Child, Jr. read a resolu- 
tion commenting on the recent 
death of Mr. W. Sheridan Kane, 
public relations chairman and coun- 
cil member of the Newark Chapter. 





JOIN THE CHURCH 
UNION TODAY! 








REDWOOD CITY, CALIFORNIA, May 19. Left 
City; The Rev. John Easton, San Mateo; The 
Peter Farmer, Novato and Canon duBois. 


Photo by R. W. Meacham 


General Convention 
Services 


In addition to the ACU services 
at General Convention, listed on 
page 1, other services of special in- 
terest to ACU members and friends 
at General Convention will be: The 
Mass and Corporate Communion 
sponsored by the GUILD OF ALL 
SOULS at St. Mark’s Church, at 
7:30 A.M. on Friday, September 
the 9th; the Mass and Corporate 
Communion sponsored by the 
CONFRATERNITY OF THE 
BLESSED SACRAMENT at St. 
Mark’s Church on Tuesday, Sep- 
tember 13th, at 7:30 A.M. and the 
Mass and Corporate Communion 
for ASSOCIATES OF RELIGIOUS 
ORDERS at St. Mark’s Church on 
Wednesday, September 14th, at 
7:30 A.M. Breakfast will be served 
after all of these services as well as 
following the ACU Mass on Tues- 
day, September 6th at 7:30 A.M., 
also at St. Mark’s. 





At Genera! Convention 


CONFRATERNITY 
OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
MASS and BREAKFAST 
Tuesday, September 13, 1955 
7:30 a.m. 
at St. Mark’s, Honolulu 


EVERYBODY IS WELCOME 


Send Breakfast Reservations to 
ST. MARK’S MISSION 
539 Kapahulu Avenue 
Honolulu, Hawaii 
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JOIN THE ACU NOW— SUBSCRIBE 
TO THE ACU NEWS—MEMBERSHIP 
AND SUBSCRIPTIONS MAY BE LEFT 

AT’ THE GENERAL CONVENTION 

BOOTH 


REMEMBER MEMBERSHIP! 


A Message From The Southeastern 
Regional Chairman, the Rev. J. 
Bryan Griswold 


It is my sincere personal hope 
that every member of the Church 
Union will keep before him con- 
stantly his own obligation to obtain 
new members for the Church 
Union! It is not easy to be a “re- 
cruiter,” nor is it always fun. Yet 
the fact still remains that numbers 
are necessary, if the Catholic Move- 
ment is to make its full witness in 
the South. 

So often members of the Church 
Union are apt to approach the 
question of their own affiliation as 
if they were supporters of either 
some sort of sub rosa organization, 
or else the founders of a new road 
to salvation. This is an attitude 
hardly calculated to endear oneself 
to his fellow churchmen, much less 
to obtain members for the Church 
Union. Let us always remeinber 
that the Church Union is an instru- 
ment for the united witness to the 
Catholic Faith as inherent in the 
Anglican Communion, and _there- 
fore should perform an expansive 
work, in Christian love, which 
should interest all those who hold 
dear the basic principles of Catho- 
lic truth. (The Church Union in 
the South is not concerned with 
promulgating the “fine points” of 
the Roman Rite, nor should fasci- 
nation with the peripheral matters 
of Catholic practice be made a 
criteria for membership.) 

It is becoming increasingly evi- 


dent that many Episcopalians are 
becoming aware, perhaps for the 
first time, of the riches which are 
their rightful inheritance in the An- 
glican Communion. It is only right 
that they should have a means of 
expressing their desire to enjoy 
them, and to see that full recogni- 
tion of them is taken by all of An- 
glicanism. It is our obligation as 
members of the Church Union to 
show that the organization which 
we represent exists solely for that 
purpose. I suggest to you that you 
read closely the brochure stating 
the purpose of the Church Union. 
You might find it a rather surpris- 
ing document, for it shows the 


very solid aims of the Church 
Union, to which many of us give 
very little attention. Get some 


copies of these! 


CALLED TO THE 
RELIGIOUS LIFE? 


Have you ever wondered wheth- 
er God was calling you to the Re- 
ligious Life? Have you, as a teacher 
or Church worker, ever wished 
that you knew more about the 
Religious Life in our Communion 
so that you could advise girls with 
whom you come in contact? Do 
you, as a priest, have any girls in 
your congregation who want to 
know more about the Religious 
Life? If so, this article is for you. 

Vocational Guidance Confer- 
ences for College Students are be- 
coming an increasingly important 
part of our Church’s ministry to 
young people. At some of these 





YOU WILL WANT 
THE NEXT ISSUES OF 
ACU NEWS 


YOU Will Want The Next Issues of ACU-NEWS! 
TOWARD CONTINUING ECUMENICAL DISCUSSION. 


The 1954 Evanston Assembly of the World Council of Churches re- 
quested those affiliated with the Council to study and take appropriate action 
upon the Reports of the Assembly Sections, and that they reply to the World 
Council concerning results. Catholic-minded Churchmen have not generally 
been heard officially in these Ecumenical discussions. This is partly the fault 
of Anglo-Catholics themselves: they have not devoted sufficient time and 
study to the modern manifestations of the Ecumenical Movement. It is partly 
the result of inequity in appointments to General Convention or National 
Council Committees which seldom results in adequate representation of the 


Catholic leadership in the Church. 


The ACU NEWS will carry a series of articles on the Ecumenical Move- 
ment and on the Reports of the Evanston Assembly in the coming issues of 
1955 and 1956. The first, in the October 1955 issue of ACU NEWS, will 
be by the Reverend Professor J. V. Langmead Casserley of the General Theo- 
logical Seminary and will be entitled “Anglo-Catholics and the Ecumenical 
Movement”. It is anticipated that these Ecumenical papers will ultimately 
be gathered into book form prior to the next meeting of the World Council. 
In the meantime, the booklet containing the sermons and addresses of the 
1954 Chicago Congress on “The Meaning of Reunion” is an excellent state- 
ment of the Anglo-Catholic position. Copies may be obtained at the ACU 
General Convention Booth or by mail from the New York office. $3.75 per 


copy. 


conferences, Sisters have been 
asked to present the Religious Life 
as one among the many possible 
Christian vocations for girls. It is 
difficult to explain the Religious 
Life in an hour’s time to girls who 
know almost nothing of it, and in 
any case the best way to find out 
what it is all about is to come to a 
Convent and see. So, a conference 
on the Religious Life for young 
women is being planned, to be held 
at the Convent of St. Helena, iNew- 
burgh, New York, September third, 
fourth, and fifth. 

The conference program will in- 
clude discussions of the fundamen- 
tal principles of the Religious Life, 
led by the Father Superior of the 
Order of the Holy Cross, and dis- 
cussions of the life and work of 
Sisters led by Sisters of various 
Communities and by priests who 
have Sisters working in their 
parishes. Members of the confer- 
ence will have the opportunity to 
attend Mass and the Divine Office 
in the Convent Chapel, and to 
share to some extent in the life and 
work of the Convent while they 
are there. There will be a conduct- 
ed meditation each day, and op- 
portunity for individual confer- 
ences with the Priests and Sisters 
who are taking part in the confer- 
ence. The conference will close with 
a visit to Holy Cross Monastery 
and a meditation on the Religious 
Life conducted by Father Whitte- 
more. 

Membership of the conference 
will be limited to twelve young 
women between the ages of eight- 
een and thirty-five. It is intended 
primarily for those who feel that 
they may perhaps have a vocation 
to the Religious Life, and for those 
who, as teachers, student workers, 
or directors of religious education 
want to know more about it in 
order to guide those with whom 
they are working. For further in- 
formation please write to: The 
Sister Prioress, O.S.H., Convent of 
St. Helena, R.D. 4, Box 397, New- 
burgh, New York. 





CHURCH LINENS 


Beautiful qualities of Irish Church Linens 
by the yard 
or 
Madeira Hand Embroidered Altar Linens 
made to order. 


Exquisite workmanship 


Plexiglass Pall Foundations 
52" — 6 — 62" —7" $1.00 


Ecclesiastical Transfer Patterns 
Write for catalog and free samples 


MARY MOORE 


Box 394-U Davenport, lowa 








ACOLYTES AND SERVERS 


The Order of St. Vincent for 
Acolytes, 14 years of age—con- 
firmed—and older. The Guild 
of St. Peter and St. John for 
servers, 13 years of age and un- 
der, confirmed and not con- 
firmed. 

Information—List of printings: 


The Director-General 
311 East Broad St. 
Burlington, N. J. 











C New membership. 
O) Life ($100). 





[}) Renewal membership. 
PLEASE CHECK CLASS OF MEMBERSHIP DESIRED: 
(C) Sustaining ($10). 
C) Family ($4): number confirmed in family (father, mother, children) ___-_——_ 
($1.00 is for Subscription to ACU NEWS, $20 of Life Membership for ACU NEWS) 


ACU MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


Dues are payable with application, of which $1 covers a year’s subscription to the ACU NEWS. 
Please make check payable to The American Church Union, Inc. All contributions to the ACU are 
deductible from taxable net income to the extent provided by law. 


To: THE AMERICAN CHURCH UNION, 347 Madison Ave., New York 17, N. Y. 
[) Change to new address below. 


0 Active ($3). 


(1) Cooperating ($5). 
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CHURCH FUND-RAISING AT ITS BEST! 


Over 37 years experience in successful fund- 
raising for the Church and Her Institutions. 


A few recent campaigns .. . 


DIOCESAN-WIDE CAMPAIGNS 


THE DIOCESE OF CALIFORNIA 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 


The Rt. Rev. Karl Morgan Block, D.D., S.T.D., L.L.D., Bishop 
The Rt. Rev. Henry Herbert Shires, D.D., $.1.D., Suffragan Bishop 


THE DIOCESE OF WESTERN NEW YORK 
BUFFALO, NEW YORK 


The Rt. Rev. Lauriston Livingston Scaife, $.7.D., D.D., L.1.D., 


THE DIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 


Overwhenthed ee ant . 


The Rt. Rev. Francis Eric Irving Bloy, D.D., $.7.D., Bishop 
The Rt. Rev. Donald James Campbell, D.D., Suffragan Bishop 


PARISH CAMPAIGNS 


CHURCH OF ST. JOHN THE DIVINE 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 
(2 CAMPAIGNS) 


s, Rector 


ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
NEWARK, DELAWARE 


The Rev. Theodore L. Ludlow, Rector 


ST. PAUL'S CHURCH 
SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 


The Rev. Harold Barrett Robinson, Rector 


TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH , 
EASTON, PENNSYLVANIA 


The Rev. Herschel Halbert, Rector 


A dependable, dignified and efficient 
service with a definite spiritual emphasis 


— Consultation without Obligation — 


$ 630,000 
663,964 
33,964 


$ 985,000 
1,304,937 
319,937 


$ 1,130,000 
- 1,330,208 
bein 200,208 


$ 822,000 
890,000 
72,000 


$ 75,000 
80,000 
5,000 


$ 100,000 
110,405 
10,405 


$ 50,000 
62,000 
12,000 








WARD, DRESHMAN & REINHARDT 
| ' nw c ° R ad °o R A T € o 








30 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA 


Phone Circle 6-1560 


NEW YORK 20, N. Y. 























ACU COUNCIL ANNUAL 
MEETING IN NEW YORK 
CITY OCTOBER 10-11 


The annual meeting of the Coun- 
cil of the American Church Union, 
national governing body of the or- 
ganization, will be held in New 
York City on October 10th and 
11th. 

The meeting will open with a 


banquet at the Fifth Avenue Hotel at 
7 P.M. on Monday, October 10th. 
Reservations are open to the general 
public and may be made through 
the New York office of the ACU 
(see reservation form below). The 
Annual Council Mass will be cele- 
brated at 8 A.M. Tuesday, October 
11th at the Church of St. Mary the 
Virgin, New York, and the business 
sessions of the Council will be held 
in the parish hall. 





Please reserve 
Remittance is enclosed. 


Name........ 
City 


RESERVATION FOR 1955 ACU BANQUET 


Fifth Avenue Hotel, Fifth Avenue and 9th Street, 
New York City, Monday, October 10th at 7 P.M. 


Members and friends of the ACU are all welcome. 


places at the 1955 ACU Banquet at $3.25 per person. 


eR eiactcansa cia cintinsecettacsindhatselaten 








Reservation applications should be mailed fo: 
The American Church Union, 347 Madison Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. 

















